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o Sure-Killing Formula recom-
mended for Home Gardeners
by leading Southern Scien-
tists.

® EASY TO USE. DIBEN
(pronounced Die-ben) is a
liquid so there's no messy
mixing. Just add to water.
Can be applied with hose
connection type of appli-
cator!

® SENSIBLY PRICED,

KILL CHINCH BUGS

SOD WEBWORMS - ARMYWORMS » MOLE CRICKETS

Here's Science’s
Newest Weapon
to Save Your Lawn!

FLORIDA MADE

PAINTS

Greenhouses

Visit Your McCrory Store

St. Augustine
Live Oak

ENAMELS

Nonfading Colors — White That Stays WHITE .
SURER QUALITY - ECONOMY SIZES

CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

FLORIDA TESTED

McCRORY

VARNISHES

for
Lawn Furniture
Mildew Resistant

Everything Needed For a Perfect Paint Job

Tallahassee Koy West
Deland Ft. Pierce

Ft. Meyeors Melbourne,
Plant City Punta Gorda
Lake City New Smyra Bch,
St. Petersburg Quincy
Bradenton Winter Haven
Kissimmee Leesburg
Sarasota Miami Beach
Bartow Panama City
Arcadia Clearwater
Wauchula Daytona Beach
Homestead
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THE PoinT oF ViIEwW —

The half-way point in this administra-
tion is noted as we look backward upon
the accomplishment through the “cap-
sule” reports listed in this issue.

Emphasis is placed upon Parks and
Memorials, with an article by Mrs.
Bowles. Another merit to be shared is
an article by Mrs. Knox on Plant Distri-
bution. The program of The Short
Course for Gardeners scheduled for
June 19-21 was given in the last issue.
The Course, under the Chairmanship of
Mrs. Griffin, will be held at the Univer-
sity of Florida, Gainesville. All mem-
bers are urged to attend.

We look forward to the next year. As
we do, we broach this point: persistent
effort, hard work and unswerving de-
termination are necessary if we are to
complete the goal set for the two years.
“The tradition is that a blacksmith can
sin in only two ways. The first is to
burn his iron. The second is to pound a
cold iron.” These are sins for our mem-
bers, too, for the iron can be the chair-
manship we take. It is our talent, which
we can burn to uselessness by overheat-
ing it with too many commitments,
spreading our time over too large an
area and improper treatment of our iron.
We are in as much trouble if we pound
on our talent when it is cold, that is if
we have allowed the fires of study, ex-
perience, determination and cooperation
to die out. This year will pay dividends
if we try to accomplish the thing which
is beyond us, for by doing our power
will be increased that much.

?a;f 7n7na;fw

THE COVER

The Reflection Pool, a long and nar-
row turquoise pool reflecting palms and
azaleas is the focus from which the eye
travels down-a cypress shadowed vista
at Killearn Gardens located at Tallahas-
see. Killearn Gardens was donated as a
State Park by the family of Mr. Alfred
Barmore Maclay in his memory. The
name Killearn derives its origin from a
small village in Scotland, the birthplace
of Alfred Barmore Maclay's great grand-
father, the Reverend Archibald Macl
After Mr, Barclay's death, Mrs.
continued the development
dens for 10 years be
of the pgardens
Many native and
are to be found

Torreya fron
which are na
Courtesy Florida
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Florida Parks and

by Mrs. EUGENE W. BowLEs,

Chairman, Marianna

It has been estimated that Florida
Park System has a book value of fifty-
two millions. During 1954-55 some 2,-
140,494 persons visited the 20 parks and
19 historic memorials. The Garden
Clubs of Florida, along with other indi-
viduals and groups, have helped to bring
about this marvelous record. Garden
Clubs from their beginning have advo-
cated the protection and development of
parks so that the heritage of beauty can
be used and enjoyed by the people of
Florida and her visitors without deplet-
ing them and that future generations
may have this same pleasure.

Florida Parks offer a variety of inter-
ests—archaeological, scenic, historical or
recreational. Each park differs from the
other and each changes with the seasons.
Many recreational facilities are avail-
able in the parks for public use—picnic
areas, barbecue pits, boats, cabins, swim-
ming areas, etc.

The historic memorials commemorate
points of interest in the development of
Florida—its birth, its protectors—as well
as sites of interest important in the early
history of our-country. -

“Florida’s need for parks is increasing
with its rapid population increase,” says
Mr. Emmett Hill, Park Director. “The
need also grows greater as more and
more private land is fenced or the pub-
lic excluded in other ways. The public,
being denied land use by private own-
ers. then looks to the state, counties, and
cities for areas where they can enjoy na-
ture and the out-of doors.

“Desirable industries, in their efforts
to find suitable locations, invariably
place public recreation high on the list
‘musts’ which have to be met to qual-
prospective site. A state park
reach of officials and work-
ently tips the scale in
[ locality.”

is extending its
ces and adding park areas to meet
s of this fast growing state. We
k es are price-
rida residents
: oped that the
ate will know and enjoy
e parks and help make them known
to Florida’s visitors. Detailed informa-
tion concerning the Parks and Historical
Memorials may be obtained from Flor-
ida Park Service, Tallahassee, Florida.

__

Historic Memorials
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Mrs. Eugene W. Bowles

Chairman of
Parks and Historic Memorials

Mrs. Eugene W. Bowles is vice-presi-
dent of Marianna Garden Club after
serving two terms as president. She has
been District Chairman of Junior Gar-
dening and is Junior Chairman of 1956
Spring Flower Show. She has served the
Federation as Chairman of Revision
Committee and is now Chairman of
Parks and Historic Memorials. She is a
Student Flower Show Judge.

A native Floridian, she was graduated
from Florida State College for Women.
She has had experience as teacher, prin-
cipal, and Home Demonstration Agent.
Her civie activities in¢lude PTA, Brown-
ie Scouts, Woman's Club—in all she held

executive offices. She is now president
of Jackson County TB and Health As-
sociation and is a member of the Board
of Directors of I'lorida TB and Health
Association.

Mrs. Bowles is active in the Methodist
Church, having served as Chairman of
Commissions and Committees. She has
served as local and district president of
the Woman’s Society of Christian Serv-
ice. And in the Church she is also busy
with the music, Altar Guild and with
Building Committee.
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(EDITOR’S NOTE: For reasons of space in this issue we are carrying excerpts from
the President’s report to the convention instead of the usual message.)

Report of The President

A STRING OF PEARLS

A String of Pearls seems a fitting title for this report to the thirtieth annual
convention—the Pearl Convention—in speaking of this great Federation of 24,910
members in 911 Clubs and Circles. Our members are united in purpose and work-
ing in harmony toward our objectives. All are held together by a silken cord of
devoted service, all are giving freely.

This is a graduated string of pearls with each pearl of particular value that the
whole may be in proper relationship.

The lustre of some of the larger pearls you are aware of as the elected officers
have given their reports. Tomorrow the luminous quality of the District Directors
will glow as they summarize the Federation’s advancement in their Districts.

I would like to speak of the sheen of some of the rosy-hued pearls which en-
hance our strand as you will not hear reports from all the Board members although
you will see most of the State Chairmen in action upon forums, symposiums, work-
shops and clinics. We are proud of the service our members have received from the
Federation and of the exhibits presented at this convention.

Notable in service to our members:

Increased communication of programs, projects and ideas through the bi-
monthly production of THE FLORIDA GARDENER.

Greater understanding of how Conservation affects each of us was aided
through the presentation of authorities on this subject, in four Area Conservation
Conferences; and the integration of its teaching will result from the development
of the Teacher Training Workshop this summer at Florida State University.

The successful Landscape Design Short Course and a study plan for clubs.

Increased leadership training opportunities by enlarging the enrollment for the
Blanche Covington Nature Study Course to include three persons from each of the
11 Districts. s

Our present Junior Leaders are well equipped with program guides in the 24-
page booklet produced last summer and distributed to all Junior Chairmen and
available for those more recently appointed.

The BOOK OF INFORMATION published as source material for all clubs.

And distributed with the BOOK OF INFORMATION, the objectives, program
outlines and materials for most of the major phases of our Federation program.

The processing of 35 Flower Show Schools and the training of more Judges.

~ The development of better quality flower shows through the advisory service
gn;/leg l‘ay thedFlower Show Chairman to new clubs and consultation with advanced
schedules an

The large number of demonstrations given by our Judges Chairman and others
skilled in instruction,

The materials of value compiled by our Horticulture Fellows doing Post Grad-
uate work at the University of Florida, especially one in Landscape Plans for City
Public Plantings.

Our emphasis upon producing better Horticulture supported by the Mont
Horticulture NEWSLETTER from the University of Florida sent to each cl
by the information our Horticulture Chairman produces in each issue of T
IDA GARDENER,

There is a major development taking form in plang being 1aid to secur
ment of a permissive County Zoning Law which will protect our roadsides:@r
property values. Meanwhile, public understanding and enforcement of the Litte

Laws are making headway,

The Garden Club Library is augmented with the newest books needed b
members. The Garden Club Short Course is already plunnw Jupe
versity of Florida.

A realistic appraisal of the use and maintenance of Garden Centers
forward step in service to our members,

Production of an all-color Flower Arrangement Calendar and the suggestions
mailed to all clubs by the Budget and Finance Chairman have given ways to add to
cub treasuries,

Another aid has been the increased Book Seyvice,



The development in each of the 38 chairmanships have been significant and
thousands of club members, too, have given service abundantly. !

(Parenthetically: Occasionally I learn of the—shall we say—frustration of some
member who is trying in her own way to give service but seems misunderstood.
There is a message in this string of pearls for her also. As gardeners we know
every planting cannot result in perfect flowering. There must be proper prepara-
tion, nurture, and there are the risks of weather and other circumstances for the
developing plants to meet successfully. Is not one value of our gardening in the
deepening of our understanding of the pattern .of life our Creator seeks to show us
in these plants within our gardens? To put this in the phaseology of our String of
Pearls imagery: We have observed that “the wounded oyster mends its shell with
pear!”. May we surmount any obstacles in so beautiful a manner.) i

Uniting all this work and purpose and fellowship is the clasp upon the String
of Pearls represented by the President, who has this rewarding task. And at this
point it seems fitting to give a summary of my stewardship. I promised you last.
April when the gavel was presented to me that I would give the next two years of
my life to the Federation. I have now given con§tantly during these 11 months as
faithfully as I could. The Federation’s program is so broad and the vitality of all
the departments of it is so great that it requires the full time of the President—and
many of the other officers and Board members devote themselves as assiduously to
their responsibilities. ;

The travel has been considerable. The Federation has been represented,
where it was within the province of the President, at all meetings of the Federa-
tion and associated organizations. If there was a conflict of affairs for me a mem-
ber of the Board represented the Federation. On general Federation business
I attended:

8 Spring Presidents’ Conferences,

11 Fall District meetings,

1955 National Convention in Chicago, y ;

The National Council Board meetings—in October in Tulsa, Okla., and in January
in New York City, ¢

1956 South Atlantic Region meeting in St. Simons Island, Ga., i

State Board meetings in Jacksonville, Gainesville, Tampa (Davis Islands), Fort

Walton Beach, ]

4 Area Conservation Conferences in Lakeland, Jacksonville, Ft. Lauderdale and

Marianna, )

1955 June Garden Club Short Course and the February 1956 Landscape Design Short

Course,

The Florida Council of Flower Show Judges’' annual meeting and the State Flower

oW, o . . . .
The State Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting in November in Pen-

sacola and in February in Jacksonville, \ Sl i y
Also visited 19 clubs participating in programs by speaking, dedicating or judging

‘ shows (was only able to show horticulture and arrangements seven times).

Produced, with the assistance of the Corresponding Secretary and those who
wrote articles for it, the BOOK OF INFORMATION.

Wrote messages for five issues of THE FLORIDA GARDENER and the State
Flower Show booklet, articles for two issues of THE NATIONAL GARDENER and
for two city Garden Club magazines.

Appointed the eight panels of 24 Evaluation Judges for flower shows seeking
National Council Awards; also handled all applications for all National Council
entries.

There are many papers, certificates and applications which require the signa-
ture of the President. These must be handled as they come in or the President’s
desk becomes a bottleneck in the progress of the Federation’s program.

The mail is in great volume. I answer it as rapidly as possible, fitting it in
travel, placing it in the order of the greatest urgency to the greatest num-

re have been many conferences, program planning sessions and consulta-
upon the various programs and projects of our Federation. These are the
najor duties I have performed to the best of my ability.
As we look at this shimmering STRING OF PEARLS, each in its proper place
n the silken cord of service, it does gleam so brightly as we bring JOY IN
NG as ROLE IN OUR STATE'S DEVELOPMENT. We are pro-
are thl r Federation members are giving unstintingly. The words of
ran from "“The Prophet” seem suitable closing words:

(Editor’s Note: These lines were used in March-April issue to conclude
the President’s Message.)
“It is when you give of yourself that you truly give ...
There are those who give little of the much which they have—and they give it for
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recognition and their hidden desire makes their gifts unwholesome,
And there are those who have little and give it all.
These are the believers in life and the bounty of life and their coffer is never

empty.

There are those who give with joy, and that joy is their reward.
And there are those who give with pain, and that pain is their baptism.
And there are those who give and know not pain in giving, nor do they seek joy,

nor give with mindfulness of virtue;

They give as in yonder valley the Myrtle breathes its fragrance into space.
Through the hands of such as these God speaks and from behind their eyes He

smiles upon the earth ...”

Katherine G. Parkinson

Report of
First Vice-President

As First Vice-President, during the
past year, I have:

Attended all Board meetings but one.
Attended eleven District meetings and
spoke on Garden Centers.

Attended the Conservation conference
in Lakeland; also participated in a ra-
dio program on Conservation.

At the request of the President, repre-
sented the State Federation at the Civil
Defense Meeting, called “Operation
Home Front.”

Was a delegate to the South Atlantic
Regional meeting at St. Simons Island,
Ga. Served as representative of the
Florida Federation at the Landscape De-
sign workshop and spoke on “Study
Courses.”

Attended the Landscape Design Short
Course at the University of Florida; the
State Flower Show and the annual
meeting of the Accredited Flower Show
Judges of Florida in Daytona Beach.

_ Served on various committees, as
judge in flower shows and have spoken
at numerous club meetings.

Attended the State Convention in Tal-
lahassee and conducted a Symposium on
Garden Centers and a Garden Therapy
Workshop.

Served on the Park Short Course pan-
el sponsored by the General Extension
Division, University of Florida, and the
Florida Institute of Park Executives.

As Garden Center Chairman, prepared
a bulletin which was issued to each club.
Classified Centers under three headings:
(1) Own Building, (2) Civie Building or
Room, (3) Library Corner or Shelf, in
an effort to give a clear, accurate pic-
ture of Centers in our state—their pro-
motion and development. Had a display
of Garden Center floor plans at the Con-

*vention and compiling a book, “Garden

Center Floor Plans,” which will be
placed in our Library at the University
of Florida. Five Centers under classifi-
cation “Own Building” and 11 under
“Library Corner or Shelf” have been
added this year, resulting in the follow-
ing analysis:

Own Building 26
Civic Building or Room 4
Library Corner or Shelf 30

Total 60

I have endeavored to interpret and
support the policies and objectives of the
State Federation and have responded to
all requests for advice and assistance.

Mrs. Vernon L. Conner

* * *

Report of
Second Vice-President

The joy and responsibility of serving
as Second Vice-President affords the
privilege of reporting that I have:

1. attended and reported at every Board
meeting.

2. attended Presidents’ Conferences in
Districts IX, X and XI, at our Presi-
dent’s request represented her and
;&ad her message at Districts X and

3. attended the National Convention in
Chicago and the South Atlantic Re-
gional meetings at St. Simons as a
State delegate. At the Regional meet-
ing appeared on the Landscape De-
sign Workshop and spoke on the
Landscape Design Issue of The Flor-
ida Gardener.

4. attended 9 of the 11 District meetings
last fall, at each spoke on The Flor-
ida Gardener.

5. attended the Short Course for Gar-
deners, Conservation Conference in
the area and several District Work-
shops in District XI with particip

tion on some of the programs.

6. it was a privilege to serve a
izing Officer for three ne
Pompano Beach Highlands de

Club, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea Garde
Club and the Broward Garden Club.
Responded to requests from Clubs for,
assistance with state objectives,
laws and spoke at 14 diffe
in state on various subje
as installing Officer for n

7. served as a judge for eight flower
shows, including the state show, La
Florida Linda and attended the.an-

[Turn to page 10
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FROM THE GROUND UP

By Mrs. REGNER HANSEN, Chairman, Ft. Pierce

During our spring months, we have
considerable windy weather, which
helps our trees shed their leaves more
quickly and we find our grounds cov-
ered with dead leaves, as new ones
appear almost simultaneously. A wise
gardener gathers these leaves that have
fallen to mulch her gardens and to add
to the compost heap. It almost seems
that nature, herself, has given us a
demonstration in good summer garden-
ing, in this, for truly mulching is the
secret of preserving moisture in the
ground during the warm, dry spring
months, and it is also nature’s air-con-
ditioner for cooling the soil about our
shallow-rooted plants. Sunny bare
ground invites nematodes, and also
Tooses acidity. Most of our plants need
soil slightly on the acid side, so mulch-
ing with oak leaves aids in keeping our
soil in better balance. d

The summer garden can be a riot of
bloom. Many of our annuals thrive in
the hot weather and can be sown so as
to have continuous bloom. There are
many varieties of zinnias to give color
and variation in sizes. Marigolds, ti-
thonia, torenia, gaillardia, salvia, cos-
mos, coleus, are a few of the annuals
that do well in the entire State for the
summer months. There are others that
might be more limited.

It is important to keep a regular fer-
tilizing schedule, and until our rains
begin, watering is very.essential. Be
sure to soak ground well, and morning
is the best time for the job, so that
plants do not go into the night wet to
invite fungus diseases.

Captan and ferbam are excellent
fungicides, so keep oxf hand those fungi-
cides that contain these substances in
their formulae. Dusts and sprays con-
taining DDT or chloradane should also
be available to use when insects become
pests on the plants. Pesticides contain-
ing lindane are excellent, also.

Summer in Florida is a delightful

best. Those of us who stay
really have Joy in Gardening
be rewarded in our efforts by
eauty.

Welcome New Clubs

Springs.

istrict IX:
Davenport Garden Club.

District XI:
Biscayne Park Garden Club, Miami|
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Mrs. Regner Hansen
Horticulture Chairman

Mrs. Regner Hansen is serving her
second term as President of the Capron
Trail Garden Circle of Fort Pierce. She
has held numerous chairmanships in her
Circle and also in the St. Lucie County
Federation of Garden Clubs. This year
she was the General Chairman of that
Federation’s Annual Flower Show. She
is a member of the American Orchid So-
ciety and is growing 10,000 orchids at
the present count.

Horticulture has.always been interest-
ing to her from the time, as a child, she
found and planted a wild violet into her
mother’s flower bed. Her first horticul-
ture entry in a flower show won a tri-
color, a gloxinia seedling in bloom, and
she won a tri-color in the second State
Show with a rex begonia. She is an ac-
credited Flower Show Judge, and en-
ters both horticulture and artistic
classes.

Mrs. Hansen is chairman of the School
Trustees of St. Lucie County, a member
of the Board of the St. Lucie County
Democratic Executive Committee, treas-
urer of Dutton Memorial Presbyterian
Church, past General Superintendent of
that church’s Sunday Schools, Secretary
of Judges’ Council, District X, and for a
number of years has headed polio, can-
cer, etc. drives in her community, adja-
cent to F't. Pierce.

PLANT DISTRIBUTIONS

By Mrs. WiLrLiam C. Knox, Chairman Ft. Lauderdale

The first Plant Distribution of The
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
took place at the District Meetings in
the fall of 1952. The members receiving
plants in that first distribution were, for
the most part, those who had sent in
reports on the unusual plants they were
growing, or a summary on how they
grew some particular plant or how their
plants survived the cold. About 75
names were on the first list; today there
are 270 Many of those receiving plants
in 1952 have just received theirs from
this, the Sixth Distribution, which began
in March of 1956. Some of the original
members have dropped out because of
lack of space, or moving out of Florida,
or deciding they did not have time or
interest to keep the required records on
the plants they received. Yes, this keep-
ing of records on the distribution plants
is a requirement of the project.

Members do not need to give detailed
reports on the growth of each plant each
year, but they are asked to report when-
ever their plants make real progress, as
tripling in size in one year, coming into
bloom for the first time, growing too
rank to be attractive, or dying and what
the possible cause of the death might be,
as too wet or too cold, We like to hear
from members once a year, and if we
do not hear from them every other year
they are dropped from the list for fu-
ture distributions. We are happy to say
very few have been dropped so far.

We are nearing the maximum number
that we can handle, but there are still
openings for those interested in taking
part in this project, if they will send a
horticultural report of some nature and
indicate their willingness to keep rec-
ords on the care and progress of the
plants they receive. These reports may
be sent to your Horticulture Chairman,
Mrs. Regner Hansen, Rt. 4, Box 157, Ft.
Pierce, or to Mrs. Wm. C, Knox, 649 Isle
of Palm, F't. Lauderdale,

Seeds are obtained for these plants
from nurseries and Botanical Gardens in
South America, South Africa, Australia,
India, France and England, to name
some of the countries, plus many from
local Botanical gardens and interested
people.

At the present time all of the plants
are being grown in Ft. Lauderdale and
members are asked to pick them up
there. They are sent across the state
whenever we know of anyone coming
through Ft. Lauderdale or when our
members travel to other sections. If any
of you could take back plants from a
trip to the East coast we would appreci-
ate it greatly and would have them
ready if you could give us a little no-
tice, as this transportation of the plants

to their destination is our biggest prob-
lem, at the moment.

The plants are all government in-
spected and the fee which your Florida
Federation paid for inspection and grad-
ing of plants for plant sales and ex-
changes covers these distribution plants.
This is the only expense incurred by the
Federation for this project, which may
seem for only a few members now, but:
which in time will be of value to all the
members, we hope. One of the plants on
the first distribution, Dizygotheca ele-
gentissima (Aralia), is now available
through the nurseries as a result of its
having been grown from seed for the
distribution, when the nurseries thought
it ‘could not be done and the only plants
available had been from slow-to-root
air layers. Other plants causing interest
have been the potato tree with its large
purple flowers in heavy clusters, the
Ylang-Ylang with its fast growth and
fragant flowers and the Cassia sulcata
blooming in profusion in its first year,
even in the northern part of the State.

The purpose-of this project is to learn
how and what is grown in various parts
of the State through the reports you
send in when you join. This data is be-
ing compiled, to send back to the Clubs
for the use of new gardeners in each
area, as soon as enough data is available
to warrant it. These reports will be wel-
comed from anyone, whether or not they
wish to become distribution members, so
please send them along. Through the
distributions themselves we hope to
learn which of these plants, not now
commonly grown in Florida, will make
satisfactory additions to our gardens, so
that later, through the nurseries, they
can be made available to all who are in-
terested in having them. It offers a
challenge and an opportunity for re-
search and pioneering in landscape ma-
terial to those who are interested. Please
feel free to contact us, if it appeals to
you. :

J. W. EARNEST & CONNC!

WAUCHULA, FLORIDA
@ P

“South Central Florida’s
Shopping Center”
Established 1906
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nual meeting of the Florida Council

of Flower Show Judges.

8. secured the Trade Mark for the
TRADE NAME for the Federation’s
Florida Flower Arrangement Calen-
dar.

The major responsibility has been to
serve by the appointment of our Presi-
dent as Managing Editor of The Florida
Gardener. It is a joy to pay tribute to
the staff, Mrs. Parkinson, Editor-in-
Chief; Mrs. Green, Business Manager;
Mrs. Gurke, Circulation; Mrs. Nieland,
Newscast Editor; the 11 Associate Edi-
tors and the Assistant Advertising Man-
agers, without their devotion and whole-
hearted cooperation we would not have
The Gardener in its present form.

It is a pleasure to report that we are
publishing six issues per year at the
same rate of 25¢ per member subscrip-
tion dues and that new permanent mail-
ing plates were made without cost to
the individual member. The Publishers
Press Inc. of Miami is our present pub-
lisher and The Ace Letter Service is
mailing through the Miami Post Office.

Four issues have been planned, assem-
bled, and edited. Plans have been made
to continue promoting one or more
phases of Garden Club work in each is-
sue. It is hoped that this plan will be of
immeasurable value to the members of
the Federation and will continue to
serve the needs of the membership. It
has been a rewarding pleasure to serve
and cooperate with fellow gardeners.

Mrs. C. R. Mayes, Jr.

* * *

Report of Third Vice-President

As an elected representative I have
attended all Board meetings and many
other related Garden Club functions, but
main effort and time for the Federation
has been devoted to the appointed Chair-
manship — that of National Council
Flower Show Schools. This Chairman-
ship has two distinct phases — that of
the actual schools and the resultant ac-
crediting of Flower Show Judges.

There will have been 35 schools held
during 1955-1956. Papers have been

ocessed for 25 schools, resulting in
‘ese figures:

Attepdance ... 1,206
Ex#&minations ... 408
Examination Fees .. $102.00

Each local Chairman has received a
letter of instructions and/or reminders,
amplifying instructions given in Hand-

00 together with necessary forms for
recordmg of the school.

taking the Reading Examina-

ion April 1955 received their papers
with instructions for submitting applica-
tion for Certificate. Consistent follow-
ups were made for submission of appli-
cations within prescribed time limits.
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The April 1956 Reading Examination
will be held at four locations, with 27
members scheduled to take the examina-
tion. Two Clubs have requested an Oc-
tober examination. All requirements for
a Certificate must be fulfilled before
taking Reading Examination (National
Council ruling).

There are 250 Accredited Judges in
the state—38 applications were approved
this year, and 50 Accredited Judges re-
ceived Refresher Certificates.

State records include a card file of
Accredited Judges. Work is going for-
ward on a more complete file—Accred-
ited Judges and Student Judges. It is
hoped that a complete list of Student
Judges will be available by early Fall.

Information concerning schools and
certificates was prepared for the Nov.-
Dec. Gardener. An effort was made
there to state as briefly as possible the
requirements for Certificate to enable
all to have an understanding of require-
ments.

No stress has been made to promote a
greater number of schools—no such ef-
fort will be made by this Chairman.
Stress will continue for the improve-
ment of schools—for them to meet Na-
tional Council requirements and to give
our members the very best schools.

This is interesting but detailed work—
there is much pleasure to be had in
serving the Federation and in the close
association with members, state-wide.
Appreciation is acknowledged of the co-
operation of the Flower Show School
Committee and the members of the
Board, and of all those who have served
the schools so faithfully.

Mrs. W. M. Allison

Report of
Corresponding Secretary

During the past “year the following
mailing lists have been compiled and
mailed to approved personnel and agen-
cies: The Master List of Clubs and Cir-
cles, with names and mailing addresses
of presidents and circle chairmen; Dis-
trict Lists of Clubs and Circles, with
names and mailing addresses of presi-
dents and circle chairmen compiled for
each District Director; List of corre-
sponding Club Chairmen were furnished
State Board Chairmen, upon request.

Notices of Board meetings were sent
and synopsis of the minutes of these
meetings were prepared and mailed to
Board members and Club presidents, as
well as various other bulletins.

Invitations to the Convention were
mailed to all Board members and to
each Club President and Circle Chair-
men, with credential cards enclosed.

|

All correspondence has been answered
and stationery supplies have been or-
dered and distributed to Board members,

Attended all Board meetings and all
eleven District meetings, at which time
the 1955-1956 Book of Information was
t_:léstrtibuted to all Club and Circle Pres-
idents.

Also attended the Garden Club Short
Course in Gainesville and the Conserva-
tion Area Conference in Lakeland.

Served on the Book of Information
ztmd the Finance and Budget Commit-
ees.

It has been a pleasure to serve the
Federation in this office and I'm looking
forward to being of greater service dur-
ing the coming year.

Mrs. N. C. Rawls

- ® *

Report of
Recording Secretary

Your Recording Secretary has record-
ed all minutes of Executive Board meet-
ings and the convention in Tallahassee.
She has filed all corresponding reports
of Officers and Committee Chairmen.
Attended four District meetings, State
Flower Show, Regional Conference of
South Atlantic Region in Sea Island,
Georgia.

Organized 12 new Circles and visited
several Clubs in neighboring cities. She
serves on Resolutions Committee.

It has been a privilege and a pleasure
to serve the Florida Federation in this

capacity.
Mrs. Jack W. Dunlap

* * *

Report of Treasurer

According to our audited report we
have received $16,863.18 since June 1,
1955. We have spent $12,872.05. The bal-
ance brought forward from the preced-
ing administratton was $7,242.03. As of
March 10, 1956, we have a bank balance
of $11,323.16. Our other assets include
Bonds with a cost value of $832.50. I
am happy to report that the state of our
finances is sound.

Our national dues of $2,496.10 and an-
other installment on our fellowship fund
will complete our major expenditures
for the year.

Where else save the Florida Federa-
tion of Garden Clubs could anyone carry
on such a big program on sixty cents?

Thank you one and all for your co-

operation.
Mrs. Ernest W. Cason
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Protect Ornamentals
with just one spray
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Now two great sprays have
peen combined into voLck
1S0TOX Spray to protect ornamentals
aganst aphis, scale, lacebugs, etc. Easy to
apply with ORTHO garden hose sprayer.
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Calitormia Spray-Chemical Corp.
ORLANDO. FLORIDA
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STAFF MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA GARDENER

e
Mgrs. TRuMAN GREEN,
Business Manager

Mrs. Andrew Gurke is serving her
third term as President of the Holly-
wood Garden Club and is serving as
Conservation Chairman of District XI
for the second year. She served as
Judges Chairman for the Hollywood
Garden Club annual Flower Show for
three years. Mrs. Gurke is a member of
the Florida Council of Flower Show
Judges, having completed five courses,
and hopes to be accredited this Fall.

Mrs. Gurke is active in many civic af-
fairs and has been cited -for saving a
City Park from being turned into a pub-
lic parking lot.

Mrs. Gurke is a member of the Holly-
wood Woman’s Golf Association and the
Gulfstream District Golf Association.
Her other main interest beside golf and
gardening is playing bridge.

Mrs. L. T. Nieland
Club Newscast Editor
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Mrs. Truman Green, a past President
and Board Member of the Davis Island
Garden Club is an accredited Flower
Show Judge, a member of Chapter II,
Floralia Clubs of Florida and an honor-
ary member of the Floralia Club of New
Jersey.

Mrs. Green’s civic activities are many,
among them the Parent Teacher Associ-
ation, First Vice-President and Past
President of Travelers Aid Society of
Tampa. She is the temporary Secretary
of Keep Florida Beautiful Committee
and “Mile of Beauty” Chairman for the
Greater Tampa Beautification Commit-
tee. Mrs. Green is active in the Auxili-
aries of the St. Andrews Episcopal
Church where she is a member of the
church school staff.

Mrs. Green’s hobbies are growing or-
chids, fishing, swimming, sports events
and the Children’s Theatre. Her great-
est interest is her husband and their two
children, Pat and M’lisse.

MRS. ANDREW A. GURKE
Circulation Manager

Mrs. L. T. Nieland, Club Newscast Ed-
itor, has served as circle chairman, pres-
ident of her club, and held a variety of
other offices and chairmanships in her
24 years as an active garden club mem-
ber.

She was State Conservation Chairman
in the administrations of Mrs. M. M.
Parrish, Mrs. W. H. Covington, and Mrs.
Merle B. Mann, and served as Univer-
sity Extension Chairman under both
Mrs. Porter Baldwin and Mrs. Harry M.
Griffin. While holding this chairman
ship, she initiated three projects with
the cooperation of the General Exten-
sion Division: The State Garden Club
Library, the correspondence course in
landscape design, and the assembling of
100 Pack-Libraries of interest to gar-
deners.

Mrs. Bradley Morrah of Greenville, S C.,
right, President of the National Council
of State Garden Clubs, Mrs. LeRoy Col-
lins, wife of the Governor of Florida,
and Mrs. Robert Parker, center, chair-
man of the Pearl Banquet, are shown at

a4
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the banquet during the Pearl Conven-
tion in Tallahassee. Following the ban-
quet, Governor and Mrs. Collins held a
reception at the Grove for delegates of
the convention.

ADDITIONAL AWARDS
Not Listed Previously

The Blanche Covington Award for
Leadership was given to Mrs. Vernon L.
Conner of Mount Dora for her work in
promoting the Mile of Beauty state-wide
and for bringing recognition to the Flor-
ida Federation of Garden Clubs by win-
ning the National Council Hilda Fox
Award for roadside improvement with-
in the state.

The Mary S. Compton Awards for
Publicity were won by Lakes and Hills
Garden Club of Mount Dora and The
Orlando Garden Club.

Mrs. W. H. Covington was presented
with a Special State Award for Meri-
torious Service in Nature Study and for
creating the Leadership Award. Mrs.
Covington is the only President to have
served the Federation for four years.

Two (non-competitive with other
states) National Council Awards were
presented at the Convention. The Davis
Island Garden Club of Tampa won the
Blue Ribbon for Achievement in Home
and Garden Shows for their “At Home
with Flowers” show. The Rose Rosette
National Council Award was won by
The Tampa Federation of Garden Club
Circles for the show “Tampa’s Centen-
nial with Flowers.

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS TO COME

June 4-9, 1956 — National Council of
State Garden Clubs, Inc. Convention,
Salt Lake City, Utah.

June 19-21—Short Course at University
of Florida, Gainesville.

February 11-13, 1957 — South Atlantic
Regional Meeting, Williamsburg, Vir-

ginia.

March 31, April 1, 2, 3, 4, 1957—Nation-
al Council of State Garden Clubs,
Inc. Convention, Miami.

April 5, 6, 1957—Florida Federation of
Garden Clubs, Inc. Convention, Mi-
ami.

Dwarf Paw-Paw Blooming

The paw-paw of Florida has been
blooming during the month of May
around many of our State Parks and
Historic Memorials. It may be seen in
many other places in Florida and along
roads and in fields. This small shrub
rarely grows waist height, but it has
a profusion of greenish, cream-white
flowers about the size of dogwood
flowers. However, the four inner petals
are dark purple at the center. The
fleshy fruit is edible in the fall
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Report of District |

The 16 Garden Clubs of District One
have enjoyed steady growth and prog-
ress during the past year. With a mem-
bership of more than 1,400 we have 19
National Accredited Judges, 48 Student
Judges and three Instructors. Grateful
thanks goes to the Crestview Club for
the well planned Presidents Conference
in May and to the DeFuniak Springs
Club for the stimulating District Meet-
ing in September.

Gulf Area Club served as hostess club
to the State Board Meeting held in Ft.
Walton Beach, Feb. 7-8th. This event
was a highlight in our Garden Club ac-
tivities. Several Clubs have contributed
100% to the National Permanent Home
Fund. Roadside Development is every
Club’s project and many “MILES OF
BEAUTY” are developing. Civic beauti-
fication has been stressed by all Clubs.

Strong programs on Conservation have
broadened the great scope of this vital
subject. Juniors objective, “More and
Better Juniors” has stimulated Junior
Gardening. Garden Centers are increas-
ing. Garden Therapy accomplishment is
outstanding.

“Keeping Florida Highways Clean” as
a slogan, has developed interest in the
use of many “Litterbug” cans advanta-
geously placed. Several Clubs have in-
stalled highway signs, “THIS ISi A
GARDEN CLUB TOWN”. Good public-
ity, radio and television has “Told the
Story” of district projects.

Seasonal Flower Shows, general and
specialized have been sponsored by all
Clubs. Two Flower Show Schools have
been completed. We have two Life Mem-
bers of National Council of State Garden
Clubs and two Life Members of the
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs.
History of District One has been com-
piled and distributed to members, With
courage and cheerfulness the members
of District One are happy in the realiza-
tion that Garden Club “PROGRESS
THROUGH SERVICE” is good for our
hearts, our bodies, our minds and our

souls.
Mrs. Guy E. Yaste,
Director

* * *

Report of District I

The message from District II brings
the same story from every club — a
hometown lovelier than it has ever been
before and cleaner — and more people
seeking beauty in their everyday lives
than ever before.

This spring throughout most of our
district we have been thrilled by the
azaleas in bloom along our main streets,
planted under the sponsorship of our
garden clubs. One club reports they are
extending this planting together with
dogwood down another of their streets,

and that their town council has set up
their annual budget to maintain and ex-
tend it each year. And this civic plant-
ing has so inspired the individual home-
owners to beautify their own gardens,
that the day will come when this whole:
little town will seem one massive flow-
er garden.

Another club tells of having complet-
ed their planting of 3,000 azaleas, and
in their roadside project, 200 dogwood,
100 magnolias, 100 crepe myrtle, 400
pines, 300 yucca, 50 red bud, and 100
loquat. One of the larger clubs sends in
the astonishing record of work on two
city parks as well as other public plant-
ings for which they have furnished from
their own nursery 3,000 flowering trees
and shrubs this year. This same club
works with 200 Juniors and gave 33
shade trees to the school on Arbor Day.

We have one new club admitted to the
Federation this year, and one new gar-
den center opened.

This is only a brief part of a story so
wonderful to tell, and already it seems,
I have left the best part out.

To the members of my district I wish
to say, thank you, I have loved both my
job and you.

With all who are dedicated to the task
of beauty I share this thought of Sara
Teasdale:

“Give all you have for loveliness

Buy it and never count the cost

For one white singing hour of peace

Count many a year of strife well lost

and for a breath of ectasy

Give all you have been or could be.”

Mrs. Stanley Sheip,
Director
® % ¥®

Report of District llI

This district covers counties in one of
the oldest parts of Florida. Many beay-
tiful gardens and experienced gardeners
are members of the Federated Clubs and
are interested in the development of the
Federation’s program. Individual clubs
and circles made applications for 22 Fed-
eration awards., The Monticello Club
sponsored and worked toward getting a

State Fire Control Unit for their County.

Mrs. David Lanier of the Madison
Club won a tri-color award at the State
Flower show. Mrs. James Groover of
the same club won a third for her entry.
Tallahassee Club won 4 awards out of
the five entries they sent to the Junior
Arrangements Class. Tallahassee, Foley,
Live Oak and Madison clubs sponsored
individual flower shows. Tallahassee
and Live Oak Clubs have accredited
judges. Monticello club conducting an
intensive beautification of the grounds
around ACL railway station.

Tallahassee club planted live oaks on
the city streets. Foley, Madison, Talla-
hassee and Perry clubs planted at-court
houses, hospitals and community build-

et
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ings. Mayo, Monticello and Perry Clubs
beautified their cemeteries. All clubs
are active in “Don’t Be a Litterbug”
campaign.

All clubs use newspapers and some ra-
dio and TV to publicize their club ac-
tivities.

Director of District III has attended
all Executive Board meetings held in
the past year, and the annual conven-
tion. She hopes that Presidents, Chair-
men of circles and individual members
will contact her for any help or informa-
tion she can give.

Mrs. J. Birney Linn,
Director
* * *

Report of District IV

The theme “Know Your Federation”
has for the term served as a challenge
and an opportunity to the over 4,000
members of the 20 clubs and 158 circles
in District IV. A challenge to greater
achievement in familiar fields and at
the same time, an opportunity to learn
more of the aims and objectives of the
State organization.

Gardeners subconsciously have been
practicing therapy on themselves for
years, so it’s perfectly natural to want
to introduce that interest to others. With
horticulture, therapy and flower show
activities vying for top interest of the
members and _their Junior Gardeners
they still have time to work toward
safeguarding the beauty and safety of
our highways and the conservation of
our natural resources.

There were 28 Standard Flower
Shows and 2 all Junior Shows. The An-
nual Citrus Fair had over 5,000 visitors
from all over the United States. Three
Flower Show schools were well attend-
ed and more names were added to the
ranks of the Student Judges, making it
now 35. There are 33 accredited judges.

A special slide program on birds of
the area, with appropriate commentary,
is being prepared by one of the clubs.

Restoration of historic beauty spots
and the preservation of ancient trees;
the development of a new park of about
30 acres are special projects of some of
our clubs.

The enriching experience of the past
two years has been wonderful for this
Director and words cannot express her
appreciation of the friendship, the sup-
port and the cooperation of the mem-
bers of District IV.

Mrs. J. Lynwood Price,
Director

* * *

Report of District V

District V has had an informative con-
structive year. There are 12 clubs with
37 circles and a membership of 1,246 in
the district. Flower shows have been
staged by eight clubs—five standard and

three specialty shows. Six blue ribbons
were won at the State Flower Show for
arrangements, there were five blue rib-
bon winners in horticulture, and an
award of merit won for a special exhibit
—we are proud of our exhibitors. Two
Flower Show Schools have been held—
both course IV.

Civic projects are under way in five
of the yepresented towns. They include
beautification of parks and roadsides
and the landscaping ‘of school, hospital,
and library grounds. Garden therapy is
being promoted by seven of the groups.
Six of the clubs have special horticulture
projects—one club has had a series of
monthly lectures on the subject. Com
munity clean-up programs and Don’t Be
A Litterbug campaigns are sponsored by
eight of the clubs.

State and National Parks have been
visited by 475 of our members. All of
the clubs have used the material made
available by the University of Florida
extension division and each club has to
the best of its ability worked for the
aims of our Federation. Now we are
looking forward to another good year of
joy in gardening.

Mrs. H. T. Burnett,
Director

* * *

Report of District VI

Know, grow and progress with our
Federation are the watchwords of the
41 Clubs, 49 Circles in District VI, total
membership 2,245. Nine new Clubs have
been welcomed this year: Pierson, De-
Bary, Tuscawilla of Daytona Beach,
River Dunes of Ormond Beach, Flori-
bunda and Jacaranda of Eau Gallie, Or-
ange City, Sea Grape of Cocoa Beach
and DeLeon Springs. One Club is on
probation, Highlands of Daytona Beach.

Thanks to New Smyrna Beach for a
well planned District Meeting and to
DeLand for the Presidents’ Conference.
Clubs participated in the following
phases of the State Program: Conserva-
tion, Therapy, Birds, purchase of 300 Na-
tional Council books, Flower Show
Schools, Garden Center programs, Short
Course, 26 attending; Landscape Design
Course, Junior Gardeners 700, 95% of
Clubs have a Civic landscaping project,
many conducted clean-up campalgns.

Miles of Beauty and Nature Study
Course quota is filled, A detailed sum-
mary of the above has been filed with
the permanent records of the Federation,

Thanks to the Ortona Garden Club
and District VI Junior Chairman for an-
other splendid Junior Workshop and to
the Council of Garden Clubs of the Hali-
fax Distriet and DeLand Club for Horti-
culture Clinics, Eighteen Flower Shows
were held,

Your Director is proud of the splendid
cooperation of Distriet VI Clubs with the
State Flower Show Chairman, on the
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State Show “La Florida Linda” held in
Daytona Beach. Both senior and junior
tri-color winner in horticulture were in
this District.

Thanks to the Clubs, assistant Director
and Chairmen for your cooperation.
Your Director appreciates the honor of
your gift of a life membership in the
Federation. It has been a pleasure to
work with you.

Mrs. Ralph F. Spicer
D‘irector
L d L

Report of District VII

Conservation is probably one of the
most important phases of garden club
work and we have been stressing con-
servation in this district. We had a good
representation at the Conservation
workshop in Lakeland and also the dis-
trict Conservation workshop in Winter
Park.

The Junior Garden Club work and al-
so the Therapy chairmen are doing a
remarkable job and almost 2,000 juniors
are being taught garden club work with
essay contests, scrapbooks, bird-house
and feeding stations, horticulture, wild-
flowers, and arrangements. Invalids,
under-privileged and crippled children
and adults are being helped through
therapy programs.

Roadside beautification, civic beauti-
fication, clean-up and litter bug cam-
paigns, adoption of travel trash cans and
landscaping schools, parks, hospitals,
youth centers, tourists’ clubs, sale of lit-
ter-bags and holders, as well as getting
litter-laws enforced are geoing forward.

We are very proud of our new Garden
Centers. The Orlando Garden Center
was opened several months ago and now
the Winter Park Garden Center has
opened, they are both accomplishments
that we are quite pleased with.

Qur flower show schools are well at-
tended and our flower shows are getting
better all the time. The state flower
show was a work of art and thoroughly
enjoyed. The committee deserves much
credit.

District VII has always had a good at-
tendance at the nature study course, the
short course and landscape design short
course.

There have been many applications
for awards, of all kinds. We are happy
over those won this year.

We are fortunate to have Mrs. Laugh-
inghouse as our new Director; we will
(-n‘ju_y working with her, I have enjoyed

working with the president and board
mombers,
Mrs, L, K, Spencer,
Director
. . .

Report of District VIl

KNOW NATURE'S NOMENCLATURE
has proven o huge sucoess among our 4
new Cireles, 6 Countlon, 280 Clubs, 111
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Circles and total membership of 4,751.
Two National Awards and 25 State
Awards have been applied for.

Many bird baths and feeders have
been installed; berrying shrubs planted,
jllustrated bird lectures and slides pre-
sented.

Forty attended the Conservation Area
Work Shop. Clubs are studying water
and Soil Conservation, presented quali-
fied lecturers and shown slides on dif-
ferent phases of Conservation.

Over 400 attended the District meet-
ing in Tampa; among them 6 State Of-
ficers, 3 Past State Presidents, 14 State
Chairmen, Directors from Districts 1-5-
11 and 100% attendance of District VIIL
chairmen. 20 Club Presidents made re-
ports. A display of National Council
books attracted considerable interest;
126 were purchased.

Twenty Clubs and Circles are having
Standard Flower Shows; one particu-
larly stressed Conservation, showed spe-
cimens, giving names of all plants on
State list. We have 58 accredited Judges,
31 Student Judges; 7 entries were placed
in State Flower Show. Flower Show
Schools have been conducted with
Courses II and III.

Civic projects and Garden Therapy
have been carried on extensively; we
have given generously to the National
Council Permanent Home Fund and 87
are subscribing to the National Garden-
er. Garden Centers are owned by 4
clubs, six using buildings on which they
help with upkeep.

We have 8.171 Junior Gardeners, Point
Hours totalling 155,318. Arbor Day
was observed. Roadside Development
and Litterbug is progressing. 498 mem-
bers visited National and State Parks.
Our oldest member, 92, was presented a
National Council Membership pin.

Publicity is handled through daily pa-
pers, Radio and TV Stations and The
Florida Gardener. It has been a great
privilege to serve you.

Mrs. W. A. Bingham,
I{irec*tor .

Report of District IX

There are 25 Clubs and 38 Circles with
a membership of 1833 in District IX and
four new Clubs have been organized in
the past year. All Clubs are participat-
ing in all phases of the Federations Pro-
gram, and very great interest is shown.
Each Club has sponsored a Spring Flow-
er Show, and many Clubs and Circles
have had Specialty Shows.

Iive Flower Show Schools have been
held in the Digtrict this year,

Muny Clubg are making their Cities
more  benutiful by planting Petuniag
around all Public Bulldings and along
the Highway approaches into the City,

(lnr(r«m Therapy Programs are carried

—

out by helping with Schools for Spastics
and retarded children.
: Mrs. M. C. Kayton,
Director

“ L] * *

Report of District XI

District relations of mutual helpful-
ness have been furthered by association,
conference and correspondence.

Four workshops accelerated the inter-
est in and promotion of: HORTICUL.-
TURE, CONSERVATION, JUNIOR
GARDENING AND PARLIAMENTARY
LAW. Conservation and Education
were stressed as main projects. “In all
things, success depends upon previous
preparation and without such prepara-
tion there is sure to be failure.”

Each club included at least one pro-
gram on conservation, Junior Gardeners
being indoctrinated, also. District
Awards for Conservation and Landscape
Design projects will be awarded at the
President’s Spring Conference.

Five clubs contributed $250 to the
State Scholarship Program—this being
one-fourth of the amount specified for
use this year.

Bird Day has been officially declared
by the Governor, promoted by clubs in
this District. Each city has established
Bird Sanctuaries. Reports show a
marked increase in the interest and
study of Landscape Design. Three clubs
recorded horticulture projects for dis-
tribution, 25 clubs celebrated Arbor
Day, five cities have garden centers, 75
(approximately) attended State Con-
vention and we have five FFGC Life
Members.

Ten Clubs and Circles contributed
100% to the National Home Fund. Twen-
ty-six clubs reported Garden Therapy
activity.

Twenty-seven clubs sponsored Jun-
jors, three Junior Flower Shows were
held and 13 Standard Flower Shows,
two being Placement Shows. Entries
were made in the State Show. Five
Flower Show Schools were held.

Quarterly directives were mailed each
club. Probably the greatest benefit any
of us will ever get from our programs
and meetings is our close association
with each other and a great realization
of the Joy to be found in Gardening!

District XI anticipates the joy of host-
essing you “all” at the State and Na-
tional Conventions next Spring. Come
one — come all!!!

1 shall continue to watch with pride
and interest the progress of the fine
clubs in District XI. Your love and
kindness will be remembered always.

Mrs. R. C. Lohmeyer,
Di‘rect«‘)r

Report of District X

All c¢lubs cooperated in promoting

. Federation Projects, Ten applied for

awards, 2,000 paid Federation dues, 8
clubs promoted bird projects, 104 books
were purchased through National Coun-
cil Service, 203 members received Na-
tional Gardener; 12 clubs sponsored con-
servation projects, and 58 members at-
tended the area conference November
1st. Eight entered exhibits at Florida
State Flower Show, 8 clubs sponsored
standard shows, 2 sponsored flower
show schools.

Six clubs contributed to Florida Gar-
dener, 4 own Garden Centers, 3 are sav-
ing funds for centers, 15 will attend
University Short Course, 16 clubs spon-
sor Garden Therapy, all are contributing
to $1,100.00 Slat House, a District X
project built at T B. Hospital. Twelve
clubs recorded horticulture projects, 15
clubs sponsor 810 Junior Gardeners, 20
participated in educational projects.

_ Three members were honored with
life membership to Federation, one club
was represented at Nature Study Course.
Over 150 visited State, National, or his-
toric memorials. Newspapers and radio
serve all in publicity; plantings beauti-
fy highways and roadsides and “Litter-
bug clean-up” projects were sponsored.
District Meeting and Workshops of Jun-
ior Gardening, Garden Therapy and
Horticulture were well attended. Ap-
proximately 75 attended convention.

We have 27 clubs and 36 circles; 3
clubs were new this year; Town and
Country, Lake Park and Chosen. Dis-
trict Chairmen have been helpful in pro-
moting Federation work; my sincere
appreciation to them and all our mem-
bers. Your splendid cooperation and
support have been inspiring, and I have
felt it an honor to represent you. I
thank and wish you and our new Direc-
tor continued success.

Mrs. Ivan L. Van Horn
Dirfctof :

The Florida Gardener Will Give Six
$10 CASH PRIZES

(one for each issue,
An Orchid Corsage and a
$25 Sweepstake Prize)
To the Club, Circle or Individual
Member sending the best letters about
their favorite advertisement in each
issue of The Florida Gardener.
Send letter to the Business
Manager, 42 Ladoga Avenue,
Tampa 6, Florida.

THE WINNER!
Mrs. Robert C. Hutchinson
Route 2, Box 55-A
Lake Wales, Florida
For the best letter written on adver-
tisement in the March-April Issue . . ..
that of Chatelier’s.
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AWARDS

The popularity of the Awards offered
by the Florida Federation of Garden
Clubs Inc. is substantiated by these fig-
ures: A total of 165 Applications of In-
tent to apply for Awards was received
by the deadline date of February Ist.
Twenty-three Adult and nine Junior
Awards were given to first place win-
ners with 35 Honorable Mention letters
going to the Clubs and Circles for the

ear.
* Grateful appreciation is expressed to
the State Chairmen who so ably assisted
in the judging of the material submitted
for Awards. ]
The opportunity to work closely with
the many Clubs and Circles during the
year has brought a distinct pleasure to
this Chairman. An added appreciation
of the purpose of the Federation’s work
has been gained by the association with
the President and the State Board mem-
bers. To be a part of this fine group Is
most rewarding.
Mrs. Albert Curry,
Chairman

* * *

Blanche Covington

Nature Study Course

As Nature Study Course Chairman, I
have attended all but one Board meet-
ing. I have secured Camp O’Lena as
camp site for this year’s course as well
as having secured Instructors for the
Course. 4 ¥

We have raised the quota“this year to
include three members from each Dis-
trict to attend with all expenses paid
with the exception of transportation.
This year’s course promises to be an ex-

cellent one.
Mrs. W. P. Thomas,
Chairman

* * *

Birds

Your Birds Chairman’s activities this
year began at the July Board Meeting
in Gainesville, Florida. At this time it
was decided to place our emphasis on
the Junior Gardeners to put over our
Bird Program. This was met with great
enthusiasm, which is so evident in the
fine Scrapbooks sent in, which show
much study and interest. I have -sup-
plied each Director with material for
her respective Bird Chairman. Also I
have planned programs and participated
in programs in various localities.

More Clubs have had Bird Sections in
their Flower Shows. I have helped with
many exhibits, and feel that this has
had a wonderful influence on the re-
sponse to our Slogan, “Every Garden a
Bird Sanctuary,” in that more interest
was created, and helpful lists of sug-

gestions were furnished individual Club
Members to make their Gardens
Sanctuaries.

Your Birds Chairman has attended
three District Meetings, and three Board
Meetings, and followed requirements
for selecting awards for the Scrapbooks
on Birds seen in Florida. I contributed
an article for the Florida Gardener on
Conservation of Birds, also took part in
a Junior Gardening Symposium at the
State Convention in March.

Mrs. Elbert W. Trussell,
Chairman
* * *

Blue Star Highway

Worked on the General Committee for
the Convention in Tallahassee and with
local Officers of the Garden Club and
acted as official hostess to the State Of-
ficers of the Federation.

Have prepared and mimeographed 300
copies of complete information on the
BLUE STAR MEMORIAL HIGHWAY.
Submitted a resolution which was passed
by the Convention to extend the Memo-
rial Highway to Ala-Fla lines and par-
ticipated in a forum. Assisted in enter-
taining the delegates at the Governor’s
Mansion. I was appointed a member of
“Make Florida More Beautiful Commit-
tee” by Gov. Collins.

Attended the formal opening of the
Interpretive Museum Exhibit of the
State Constitution Convention Historic
Memorial and the Tampa and Ft. Walton
Beach Board Meetings. Reported to
South Atlantic Regional Chairman, giv-
ing the location of each Blue.Star Mark-
er in the State.

Mrs. C. B. McLeod,
Chairman
* * *

Book Service

Book Service the past year has be-
come more than a name, and has really

become a service to more clubs and .

circles.

Book sales and displays were held at
all District Conferences and Presidents’
Conferences. These sales were very suc-
cessful and netted the Florida Federa-
tion of Garden Clubs $212.79, a consid-
erable increase over last year.

Our goal for next year is a Book Serv-
ice Chairman in every club and circle
in the state. Here’s hoping we make it.

Mrs. Herron Neely,
Chairman

* * *

Budget and Finance
As your Budget and Finance Chair-
man since June, feel that I have gained
far more than I have given. Attended
and reported at October and February
Board meetings. Handled publicity in
connection with October Board meeting.

—

Had numerous  conferences (o set
106660 Budget adopted  at Februar
Board meeting,  Prepared and  madled
letter on Club Finances - Ways and
Means—to nll Club Presidents,

Served In various capuacition at 1060
State Flower Show, Attended and re-
ported at Pre-Convention Hoard meet.
ing. Participated in three Forum ses-
sfuons Bt tge }{95((}3 Cort\)vtelngon. Learned
rom Dr. Doa ampbe udget m 8
BUD GETY v " o

Mrs. Julius L. Gresham,
Chairman

* * *

Arrangement Calendar

As Calendar Chairman for the past
three years it has been a pleasure to
serve and watch the project grow.

_All details connected with the plan-
ning and publication of the calendar
were completed along with letters and
other cards to the President and follow-
ups to all who had not ordered. Fifteen
thousand calendars were sold with &
profit of over $4,000.00 to Clubs and
Circles participating in the State project.

The time is drawing near for orders
to be made for this year; remember,
many members want a copy for their
own use, so send in your orders now.
Thank you all and good wishes to you
and your new Calendar Chairman and
her Committee for continued success.

Mrs. W. D. Dutton,
Chairman

* * *

City Public Planting

Your Chairman revised Award #12,
and wrote Award #7, the new City
Public Planting Award, incorporating
the purpose of the former Mary Nunez
Ten Eick Award. Prepared a mimeo-
graphed sheet for distribution to all
presidents along with the Book of In-
formation at the Fall District Meetings.
Attended to having the seven entries for
the Public Planting Award judged.
Spoke at a Convention Forum on City
Public Plantings.

City Public Plantings is a new Chair-
manship on the Board this year and
your Chairman believes that beautiful,
successful public planting is a real op-
portunity for garden clubs to set an ex-
ample which could start a chain reac-
tion and spread beauty throughout a
community, for, fortunately beautiful
planting is contagious. We can all be
proud of the wonderful public planting
already accomplished by garden clubs
and encourage more of it in the future.
City public planting is one more way in
which gardening can bring joy.

Mrs. A. Marshall Mullikin
Chairman

*—T

Club Pn'mm

Wl the past u fve page bul-
lotin _on pro m plnnning |(guhnh ues
Wi mg‘\(‘iu ny 1!« U oavery Club Pro-
pram (! lrm‘pn " ‘ho qu o thrauph the
neleet o *n armntlon ’v." rm ut the
all  Distriot  Meotings.  Bubstantinlly
thin same mutnr I‘ ug ool In the re-
cont Mareh-April, TOBH fnue of the Flor-
ida Gardener-——and s ra'gnmmmmm for
mgnnttontlon of every Program Chalr-

A Program Planning workshop was
held at the Convention c'uvm'n!u the
general ﬁoin!s to remember (n connec-
tion with program worl, le, Informa-
tion, inspiration, recreation, and meth-
ods of achievement. Three guest par-
ticipants—from a very new Club, one a
little older and a well-seasoned club,
presented their problems and each gave
a resume of their best program of the
year.

A master file of materials, papers,
speakers, ideas, etc., has been compiled,
and is continually being enlarged for
the use of Program Chairmen of the
Florida Federation. Club members are
especially invited to write the State
Program Chairman and help with fur-
ther work in this direction by giving
their experiences, ideas, suggestions,
names of speakers, films available, etc.
This contribution will be most appreci-
ated by all those who seek help in pro-
gram planning.

Mrs. Leonard R. Toy,
Chairman
* * *

Conservation

A three-point program has been the
(t)_b]ectlve of your chairman of Conserva-
ion.

1. Bring four area conferences within
range of most clubs and members.

2. A conservation workshop for teach-
ers for the summer of 1956, twenty
teachers to be awarded a scholarship,
each representing a county.

3. A study and revision of the present
%)rotected plant list and conservation
aw.

An evaluation of the conferences
which had an over-all attendance of ap-
proximately 500 shows a greater interest
in conservation with an overall integra-
tion into the general program, and a
lively inquiry into sources of materials
and their use. The conservation program
planning workshop at Convention
stressed appreciation of what resource
use education should mean to the indi-
vidual and the club.

The conservation workshop for teach-
ers July 9-July 25, 1956, Florida State
University, carries graduate credit. The
following Clubs have assumed a share
of the Federation pledge of $1,000 for 20
scholarships: Garden Club of the Hali-
fax County, Gainesville Garden Club,
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Delray Beach Garden Club, Pompano
Beach Garden Club, Founders Circle, of
the Lakes and Hills Garden Club, and
the Miami, North Miami, Central Miami,
and Tropical Garden Club of Miami.
The present plant list is being studied

for necessary revision. Extreme rapid
depletion of many native plant materials
necessitates detailed study within each
District, thereby making possible cor-
rective educational measures and
meaningful plant protective law. “The
next step in our State Conservation pro-
gram (in carrying the information as
near as possible to the members) is to
hold a Conservation Conference in each
District similar in pattern to the Area
Conservation Conference this past year.”

Robert L. Fairing

Cha‘irma}n

*

Counselor

The duties of the Counselor are to be
of service to the State President on any
and all occasions, and I have endeav-
ored to follow this plan.

It has been my pleasure to represent
the State Federation at the Annual
Meeting of the National Audubon Soci-
ety in New York, as well as at the meet-
ing of the Executive Board of Keep
America Beautiful.

As Secretary of the South Atlantic Re-
gion I was a delegate to the Regional
Meeting on_St. Simon’s Island, Georgia.

Finally, I was happy to assist our
State President by installing the newly
elected Directors at the 30th Annual
Convention, and to be Chairman of Ar-
rangements for the Openifig Reception
at the National Convention in 1957.

N{rs. E*:uge:m A. Smith

THE FLORIDA GARDENER

Financial Statment

RECEIPTS:
Transfer from Mrs. C. R.

Mayes, JT. i satae ol G $ 3,019.21
Florida Federation of Gar-

den! Clubs " eI Tt 6,191.60

New Subscriptions and Ad-

dress Changes 194.82

Advertising | .oicielamaaean 3,047.36
$12,452.99

Accounts Receivable $561.02
DISBURSEMENTS:
Cooper Press, June 1955

) R e IS M TG $ 2,041.10
Returned Postage ................... 14.06
NEWSCAST:
Envelopes 6.58
Postage ... 9.00
CIRCULATION:
U. S. Post Office, Miami ........ 210.00
Transfer from Circulation

Materials cetfic. . al00 ) Liki) 30.86
Return Postage (Sept.-Oct) . 11.67
Ace Letter Service, NEW

PLATES T s Lters e 1,029.24
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ADMINISTRATIVE:
Stationery ..... 105.65

Rate Sheets ... 12.60

Mimeographing ......... 64.41
Advertising Contest . 30.00
Liedger ... Lol 5.67
AR ke 35.00
Bank Charges ................. 2.42

PUBLISHING and MAILING:
Publishers Press (Sept.-Oct.) $ 1,570.75

Ace Letter Serv. (Sept-Oct.) 174.00
Publishers Press (Nov.-Dec.) 1,570.75
Publishers Press—Re-run .... 48.80
Publishers Press (Jan.-Feb.) 1,602.17
Ace Letter Service (plates) 5.81
$ 8,795.58
Bank Balance, March 15,
1956788 B Te G S LY SR $ 3,657.41
Mrs. Truman Green,
Pusiiless'Manager

Circulation Manager

In July, 1955, clubs were asked to
send in new lists of club members so
that when the new mailing plates were
made they would be accurate. Many co-
operated but some did not, therefore
old lists were used from the files. Copies
are being returned to the Circulation
Department from each issue because of
poor addresses, moving of members, etc.
With no forwarding address the name
plate is removed from the mailing lists
into an inactive file.

To date there are over 1,000 names in
that file, which means the members will
not receive The Gardener until they
notify this department of their correct
address. This is the time of year when
members will be leaving their homes in
Florida. No matter how long or short
the period of time they will be away if
we send their copy of the next issue it
will be returned to us without proper
instructions to their local post office in
regard to the forwarding of 2nd class
mail. Returned copies to us means a
charge of two cents each; 25,312 copies
were sent out of the March issue, over
300 were returned. Your chairman has
tried to send information to all District
meetings so that the wasted postage and
waste of copy be eliminated.

Please send names typed and state
code and name of Club and Circle when
writing. Cooperation of each member is
needed to operate this department and
it is deeply appreciated.

Mrs. Andrew A. Gurke,
Chiirmim

Flower Shows

As State Chairman of Flower Shows,
I have registered 91 flower shows and
prepared the Flower Show Calendar
published in THE FLORIDA GAR-
DENER; have publicised flower shows
in the Florida Advertising Commission
bulletin, WHATS HAPPENING. IN

Mrs. Vernon L. Conner of Mount Dora,

First Vice-President of the Florida Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs, Inc., is shown
at the right as she is presented the
Blanche Covington Award for Leader-

ship at the banquet on the last night of
the Convention. With Mrs. Conner is
Mrs. W. H. Covington of Tallahassee, a
past state president of the federation
and the donor of the award.

FLORIDA and have sent information
about shows held in Florida to the FES-
TIVAL INFORMATION BUREAU in
New York for news release to news-
papers and periodicals.

Sample schedules have been sent upon
request and have made comments on
schedules submitted by flower show
chairmen; have written articles about
schedule making for the state magazine.

As member of the State Flower Show
Committee, have cooperated with the
Chairman of Flower Show Schools and
the Chairman of the Judges Council to
correlate the work of the department.

In summary, improving the flower
show schedule has been the major en-
deavor of this chairman during the
past year. We strive always for im-
provement as nothing reaches a state
of perfection unless it has reached the
end of development and growth. The
knowledge gained from each flower
show experience serves as a guide for
future progress.

Mrs. Arthur F. Coe,
(.Jhaizmax.n

Flower Show Judges

Judges and flower show judging have
made great progress these past few
years. Many names have been added to
the lists of both student and accredited
judges and more are ready to be added.

The Council of Judges in their programs
within the districts are adding to the
knowledge of judging and are establish-
ing a uniformity of standards of judg-
ing. This, along with the assisting of
students to get their required assign-
ments, is the purpose of the Florida
Council of Flower Show Judges.

The Annual Meeting of the Council
was held in Daytona Beach on March 3,
with the members of District VI Judges
in charge of the stimulating program.
At the close of the luncheon program
the following District Directors were in-
stalled:

I. Mrs. Horace Tompkins, Pensacola.

II. Mrs. Joseph Allison, Panama City.

III. Mrs. Leland Lewis, Tallahassee.

IV. Mrs. Ira J. Varnedoe, Jacksonville.

V. Mrs. James W. Day, Gainesville.

VI. Mrs. Harry M. Griffin, Daytona
Beach.

VII. Mrs. Hudson P. Meacham, Orlando.

VIII. Mrs. J. H. Mennell, St. Petersburg

IX. Mrs. Mark Powell, Lakeland.

X. Mrs. Paul Stewart, West Palm

XI. Mrs. Jesse O. Hyden, Miami.

In addition to leading the programs
in their Districts, these chairmen are
ready to help secure judges for your
shows, if you wish. The Book of Infor-
mation has complete addresses.

Mrs. J. Lynwood Price

Page 21



l\l

Garden Club’s Library
and Short Course

The 1956 Short Course will open on
the campus of the University of Florida,
Gainesville, at 10 a.m. Tuesday, June
19th and close on Thursday the 21st, at
3 p. m. Housing will be in Broward Hall
and meetings in the air-conditioned Rec-
reation Hall.

The theme of the Short Course fol-
lows that of this administration, “Joy in
Gardening,” and presents such subjects
as: “Fun of Outdoor Living,”’ Patios,
Lanai and Terraces; “Garden Mainten-
ance—Fun or Frenzy”’; “Gardening Is
Fun in the Caribbean Too”; ‘“It’'s Fun to
Be Up-to-Date in Flower Culture”, and
“It’s Fun to Share”. Speakers include:
Mr. Henry Martin, Horticulturist and
Superintendent of Grounds, Florida
State University, as well as members of
the University of Florida’s staff. The in-
structor in Flower Arrangement is Mrs.
Heatherly Dutton, from Avondale, Penn.

It is advisable to make advance reser-
vations directly with Mrs. Edith Mec-
Bride Cameron, General Extension Divi-
sion, Gainesville. Your chairman urges
all members to make use of the excel-
lent reading material and latest books
which are available in the Extension
Library. Refer to your Book of Infor-
mation for a complete listing.

Mrs. Carroll Griffin,
Chairman*
* *

SHORT COURSE AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA,
GAINESVILLE,

June 19-21, 1957

H. Harold Hume Fellowship
In Horticulture

Since 1940 the H. Harold Hume Fel-
lowship in Horticulture has been grant-
ed annually to a student in the Gradu-
ate School of the University of Florida,
nominated and approved by the Head
of the Department of Horticulture and
the Dean of the College of Agriculture.

At the present time the Florida Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs is sponsoring
two fellows. Mr. Joseph H. Bolick has a
research project for his M.S.A. thesis.
He chose a problem on the response of
selected annual flowers, planted at dif-
ferent times of the year, to different
types of Fertilizer application and to
cutting back after the bloom period is
over. He expects to receive his degree
in June 1956.

Mr. A. Scockton Renfroe received his
B.S.A. at the University of Florida in
June, 1955, and entered at once on his
graduate program. He is taking a minor
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in Landscape Architecture. At the Feb-
ruary Board meeting appropriation was
approved for Mr. Renfroe to develop a
thesis in preparing landscaping plans
for small civic buildings such as garden
centers in various parts of the state.
This appropriation is to continue from
February 1956 te February 1957, at
which time he expects to receive his ad-

vanced degree.
Mrs. P. B. Huff,
Chairman

* * *

Historian

As we come to the close of the first
year of the Administration of Katherine
Parkinson we can all look with a great
deal of pride and a sense of satisfaction
at the development of our program.

The program has grown and devel-
oped with the months, as capable and
enthusiastic chairmen have planned and
developed programs for gardeners and
for all those interested in the develop-
ment of our great State.

Some of the outstanding events of the
year include the well developed “Short
Course for Gardeners” held at the Uni-
versity of Florida, where a fine and well
rounded course in Horticulture was giv-
en us by members of the Faculty of the
University. There,too, was a course 1n
the utilization of plant material so many
desired. .

The Conservation Conferences were
new this year and gave us valuable in-
formation that we all need so much to
better appreciate and conserve our 1m-
portant material resources which we
must save so that we may live. The Lit-
terbug program went forward; now we
see those green trash cans along our
highways just waiting for that choice bit
of trash that we motorists save for the
can just ahead. Our Roads have grown
more beautiful and we are off to a good
start as we find an awakened public
wanting to cooperate.

Our expanding and growing program
brought us another and entirely new
Short Course — the Short Course in
“Landscape Gardening,” which also was
held at the University of Florida with
Faculty members giving us the benefit
of their experience. This surely will
help us to continue to develop a more
beautiful State.

Junior Garden Clubs are on the in-
crease. Therapy is bringing joy to shut-
ins and handicapped persons. It is a
most rewarding program.

These are but a few of the many f_ir}e
programs being developed and assuring
us — Joy in Gardening.

Miss Anna E, Heist,
Chairman

Horticulture

Objectives of the hortleulture chalre-
mun  has been to Increase interest in
horticulture awards and to promote bet.
ter (Ht‘mllty horticulture for exhibits at
our shows. She was pleased to find that
interest in the awards seemed to in-
crease this year, with a number of en-
tries having been received,

Four District meetings were attended,
to which these objectives were outlined,
A forum held at one and talks at others.
A demonstration of orchid potting tech-
nique was given at the workshop of Dis-
trict X. Talks have been given on vari-
ous subjects pertinent to horticulture, or
exhibiting at smaller meetings. The gar-
dens of this chairman are always open
to the public and especially to any mem-
ber of the Federation.

The chairman judged in seven shows,
regretting that others had to be refused.
She attended 3 district judges meetings,
participating in some of them. The an-
nual State meeting was attended, also.

Articles have been contributed regu-
larly to the Florida Gardener, and she
acted as General Chairman of the an-
nual St. Lucie Co. Flower Show, one of
the larger ones in the State.

It is the earnest desire of this chair-
man to assist our Federation in every
way possible, to help our people become
acquainted with our plant life, soils, and
planting seasons, so we may all assist in
making Florida the gardening State of
the nation.

Mrs. Regnar Hansen,
Chairman

* * *

Junior Gardening

There would be no report if it were
not for the 267 able leaders that have

sent in complete reports to this chair- -

man. Florida compiled a total of
4,184,872 hours in the education of 23,749
young people. This chairman knows
many Junior leaders failed to complete
their work in time to mail any report.
Much work is done by many unsung
leaders and to those I add my thanks.

There were workshops conducted in
five districts, three of which it was the
privilege of your chairman to attend.
At each of our eleven districts your
Chairman presented a working sched-
ule that was either read by the District
Junior leader or presented in person. A
course of study was compiled and dis-
tributed to all clubs that reported Jun-
ior leaders as of 1955-56, at district
meetings. Over one hundred have been
g}‘ailed to leaders thruout the state since

en.

Many complete Junior Flower shows
were held adhering o strict standard
rules. In the majority of senior shows
presented, a Junior schedule was
included.

At convention, five informed and in-
forming Junior leaders from all sections
of our state explained the method of
nﬂplylng for the new Junior award. This
chalrman wishes to thank Miss Caler-
dine for her lng)lrnuon five years ago
at the Blanche Covington Nature Stu
Course,. She urges all leaders of yout
at attend this Fomored camp so that
you too may learn and share with
others,

Mrs. C. E. Saunders,
Chairman

* % »

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Landscape Design—its principles, prob-
lems and applications — is the newest
facet of our state-wide Garden Club
program. Developing in every Garden
Club member a personal and individual
awareness of good landscape design, and
having every member’s home an exam-
ple for her neighborhood and her com-
munity are the twin objectives of this
department.

During this first year we have fur-
nished every Garden Club and Circle in
the state with an outline of study based
on Raymond P. Korbobo’s book entitled
“Complete Home Landscaping and Gar-
den Guide.” We held a Landscape De-
sign Short Course at the University of
Florida at Gainesville and had a Sym-
posium on the subject at the State Con-
vention. We established a new state
Landscape Design Award of $25.00.

We are in the process of compiling a
scrapbook to submit to National Coun-
cil to apply for the Lorena Spillers
Award in Landscape Design. Every Gar-
den Club in the state is being urged to
send to the State Chairman of Land-
scape Design, all programs, lecture sum-
maries and newspaper publicity con-
cerning landscape design study carried
on in its own town, for incorporation in
this scrapbook.

The University of Florida has rewrit-
ten its General Extension Course in
Landscape Design. Information regard-
ing this can be secured from the Gener-
al Extension Service, Seagle Building,
Gainesville.

Probably the most important and sig-
nificant development is the establish-
ment of a number of local Short Courses,
open to the public, with meetings held
once a week for eight or more weeks.
These are being sponsored by local adult
education groups, usually in conjunc-
tion with the State Agricultural Exten-
sion Service.

If you are interested in having a
Landscape Gardening Short Course in
your area, write your State Chairman
of Landscape Design for particulars and
a list of suggested topics and speakers.

Mrs. John H. Connery,
Chairman
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WEATHER RECORD

Editor’s note: As a matter of record, a
brief history of the severe cold waves
recorded in the state are given in this
article.

Everyone talks about the weather,
but. no one does anything about it is a
common expression. However, with the
rapid strides made in the “Weather
Modification” service that is now avail-
able, it is possible that the phenomenal
freezes which have been recorded in
the past history of Florida, may never
again be repeated.

There have been disastrous hurricanes
in the past years. Florida has also re-
corded stellar cold waves with freezing
temperatures throughout the state. No
record is available for some areas, as
there were no occupants to record the
reading. However, since 1740, there are
‘records of wide spread damage due to
low temperatures in the state.

It is a matter of record that a severe
freeze was recorded in 1766 in St.
Augustine with all evergreens and cit-
rus being killed. On the morning of
January 3, 1766, the ground on the
of the St. John’s and the Volusia river’s
were frozen to the depth of an inch. A
snow storm in 1774 blanketed Florida.
Snow covered such a vast area, that it
was referred to as “white-rain.” Again
snow fell all day followed by sleet on
January 10, 1800 to a depth of five
inches on the St. Mary’s river.

Early in the history of Florida, the
most important and largest crop was
citrus, then the growing of pineapple
became wide spread and third to reach
significance was vegetable crops.

One of the most remarkable freezes
known in the history of Florida was on
February 8, 1835. The temperature at
Jacksonville fell to 8 degrees above zero.
At Fort King, then an Army Post near
Ocala, the temperature dropped to 11
degrees. The St. John’s river near Jack-
sonville was frozen several rods from
the shore line. All fruit trees north of
the 28th parallel were destroyed, includ-
ing the roots. Several years brought 20
degree temperaturein the northern part
of the state from 1845 to 1856. People
attempted to skate on ponds during the
severe cold wave on January 19-20,
1857 along the St. John’s river which
registered temperatures as low as 16
degrees. In November 1860, the record
for low temperature was 25, this degree
of cold for the month of November has
never been exceeded.
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The sleet and snow of the cold wave
in 1879 caused much damage. Limbs
heavy with ice broke under the weight.
A freeze that ranks with the great
freeze of 1857 was recorded in 1886.
From January 9 through 13, great dam-
age was noted on the Indian River.
This cold wave destroyed the entire
crop of fruit for the year. Volusia’s
temperature reached 18 degrees, a low
for this year.

A disastrous freeze entered the state
on the morning of December 27, 1894 by
the 29th the entire mainland had freez-
ing weather. The great freeze of 1895
which was only two months after the
December 1894 cold wave coming in on
February 7 lasted through the 10th.
This freeze coming so soon after the one
earlier destroyed all fruit trees that
were spared with the December cold
wave. More property was destroyed
than by any other recorded cold wave.
The reduction from 6,000,000 boxes of
fruit to 75,000 indicates the damage for
the year.

In 1899 from February 13-16, high
winds and snow accompanied the cold
wave bringing a low of 6 degrees in
Gainesville, Jacksonville had a low of
10 degrees and Jupiter a low of 28 de-
grees. The temperature fell to 2 degrees
below zero in area of the northern part
of the state. This freeze of 1899 along
with the one in 1835 were the most
severe recorded since 1800.

(This data was taken from the Florida
Edition of the Makers of America, pub-
lished under the patronage of the Flor-
ida Historical Society of Jacksonville.)

Orange Belt Brands Fertilizer

LYONS FERTILIZER CO

P. O. Box 310
Tampa, Florida

# R
Mrs. John R. Parkinson, President of
the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs,
Inc., is shown cutting the ribbon which
officially opens the Fifth Annual Flor-

ida State Flower Show held in Daytona
Beach. In the background are: Mr.

A
S

Francis Morrison, Mayor of Daytona
Beach; Rev. Edward Rowley, Jr., and
Mrs. Tom Mateka, Chairman of the
opening ceremony, who gave the greet-
ings and introductions.

Mrs. Edward H. McKeon Awarded
The Margaret Douglas Medal by

The Garden Club of America

Mrs. Edward H. McKeon, a past State
Chairman of Roadside Development for
Florida and a member of the Pompano
Beach Garden Club, Inc., was awarded

the coveted Margaret Douglas Medal by
the Garden Club of America at their
Annual Convention in Denver this
spring. This award is made annually;

however, it has only been made five
times. It is given upon the recommen-
dation of the Conservation and Medal
Award Committee for notable service to
the cause of Conservation Education,

Hawaiian Grown Plants are sturdy—Out-
door Hard Grown. They are cultured
to ship around the world and arrive in
perfect shape. Write for prices—try
a trial shipment.

— Satisfaction Guaranteed —
Orchids all types — Anthuriums
Hibiscus

Wm. Kirch—0rchids, Ltd.

732 Kapahula Ave. Honolulu 41, Hawaii

Your Garden Club
Need Money?

Full information on a different but
proven successful project is yours
for the asking. Write today to:

Golden Dozen Division

132 W. Commerce Street
High Point, N. C.
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Legislation

Organization procedure was adopted
at the February Board meeting. District
Directors have appointed Legislation
Chairmen. Club and Circle Presidents
are to appoint Legislation Chairmen.
Questionnaires have been sent to all
qualified candidates and results of this
survey will be available to all club
members.

Local garden clubs are asked to spon-
sor open meetings after election to
which the elected representatives in the
area are to be invited. The need for our
proposed legislation will be explained
and discussed.

It is important that every club mem-
ber support our program. An alert, in-
formed membership can accomplish the
objectives of our Federation.

Mrs. Harry A. Keefe,
Chairman

LEGISLATION CHAIRMEN

District

I. Mrs. N. S. Rubin, 1221 N. Barcelona
St., Pensacola.

II. Mrs. Tom Watts, Chipley.

III. Mrs. Walter Keyes, 2116 E. Ran-
dolph Circle, Tallahassee.

IV. Mrs. A. H. Tebault, 175 Magnolia
Ave., St. Augustine.

V. Mrs. C. Stewart Comeaux, Ritz Apts,,
Oklawaha Ave., Ocala.

VI Mrs. E. W. Gautier, New Smyrna
Beach.

VIL. Mrs. Wm. T. Chennell, 1045 Lan-
caster Dr., Orlando.

VIII. Mrs. C. P. Millard, RF.D. No. 1,
Bradenton.

IX. Mrs. Latimer C. Farr, Wauchula.

X. Mrs. H. B. Swinglehurst, Box 315,
Stuart. .

XI. Mrs. C. Kay Davis, 1000 S. Eighth
St., Ft. Lauderdale.

* * *

Life Membership

In 1955-56 Life Membership in the
Florida Federation reached 35, with 11
new members; the following 5 names
received certificates and membership
cards at the 30th annual Convention.

Mrs. Ralph Spicer, Daytona Beach, re-
tiring Director of District VL

Mrs. R. E. Stevens, Daytona Beach,
State Parliamentarian.

Mrs. J. Lynwood Price, Jacksonville,
retiring Director of District IV.
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Mrs. Thurston Roberts, Jacksonville,
gasgPresident of Jacksonville Garden
lub.

Mrs. J. G. Kellum, Tallahassee, Past-
President of Tallahassee Garden Club.

It is a source of joy to this chairman
that some of these memberships were
given in love and appreciation of serv-
ice. Others were presented to members
of long and good standing who felt they
would always hold Garden Club aims
and ideals dear to their hearts and
\\iisll)med to be a permanent part of this
club.

The 30th Annual Convention was hon-
ored to have 14 Life Members present.

Mrs. Covington Riley.

* * *

Parks and Memorials

As Chairman of Parks and Historic
Memorials, it has been my pleasure to
work closely with the State Park Serv-
ice in promoting the Parks of Florida.
The most effective publicity for them
was the Map on the September-October
Conservation Issue of The Florida Gar-
dener which located each Park and His-
torical Memorial.

Information concerning them has been
given at State Convention District Two
Convention, Area Conservation Confer-
ences, and Local Meetings.

A Tour of the State to see and enjoy
the Parks was sponsored by the Park
Board April 9-19. Every opportunity
available has been used by your Chair-
man to urge Garden Club members and
others to know and use the lovely Parks
of our State.

Mrs. Eugene W. Bowles,
Chairman

* * *

Radio and Television

During the excitement of the Awards
Banquet at the State Convention, did
you dream of the awards your club
might receive next year?

With that in view, why not plan now
for a radio or television program? De-
veloping such a program is a very re-
warding experience. As plans are made,
subjects selected, research done, script
prepared and auditions held, the work-
ing together, with singleness of purpose,
binds the members into a harmonious
unit. Hidden talent is, often discovered.

Presenting programs on gardening
and garden club activities is a service to
your community. Neighbors outside of
the garden club group are reached with
valuable information. This is a reward,
too.

The tape recordings submitted this
year are interesting and Informative, In-
clude them in your program, (Moo pagon
80-81 in the "Book of Information,”

And dreams do come true, (f you only
work hard while you dream, May your
un(niheﬁi et;fortls c%r;unkm to hromoto tnte
an ational objectives rough "
Garden Club of the Air". ’ b d

Mrs. Grier C. Barnhart
Chairman

* * *

Resolutions

As Resolutions Chairman, I have
served with a committee composed of
the following members: Mrs. Jack W.
Dunlap, Mrs. Robert L. Fairing, Mrs.
Melville Hall, Mrs. Harry A. Keefe, Mrs.
Eugene A. Smith and Mrs. R. E. Stevens.
Six Resolutions were passed at the Con-
vention this year. In summary they are:
1. The United States Forest Service and

all interested pulpwood and forestry

associations sponsored a Southern

Forest Fire Prevention Conference in

New Orleans April 13-14, 1956, and

in -order to stimulate public opinion,

we voted to endorse this conference.

2. The Blue Star Memorial Highway
which was supposed to traverse the
length of the state now terminates at
Tallahassee. It was voted to extend it
on U.S. 90, on what is known as the
Old Spanish Trail, to a point where
this route reached the Alabama-Flor-
ida line.

3. The State Enabling Act for Zoning
was endorsed but conclusive action
was not taken at the 1955 Legislature,
so it was voted to reaffirm our en-
dorsement of this act for action at the
1957 Legislation,

4. The Florida State Road Department,
with Honorable Wilbur Jones as
Chairman, was urged to extend Trav-
el Trash Can routes, Roadside Parks
and Picnic Areas as rapidly as is feas-
ible, and that'suitable signs be erect-
ed saying “Unlawful to throw papers
and trash on highway, Violators
Prosecuted, $100.00 fine.”

5. To promote safety, beauty and clean-
liness on the highway, it was voted to
urge that a bill be passed to prose-
cute the driver of any truck hauling
trash, crates or other litter without
having secured covering for the truck.
Penalties will be not less than $10.00
nor more than $100.00 for violation.

6. Anti-litter laws provide penalties for
dumping of trash, garbage or rubbish
on public roads, so it was voted to re-
quest all law enforcement officers to
enforce provisions of the State's anti-
litter laws.

Mrs. Louis F. Sherwood,
Chairman

BEST for

LAWN-LIFE

HECTOR'S

Bloom Aid

More plant food per dollar ~

plus a wealth of vital minerals!

50 Ibs. $2.25
100 Ibs. $3.95

DEALERS EVERYWHERE

“NOCTURNUM”

applies to
Auto Service Too

Night Service
CARS and TRUCKS

Monday-Friday — Till 1:30 a. m.

FERMAN CHEVROLET CO.

Tampa, Florida

Reeves Fences, Inc.

You will find new pleasure in a
garden protected with a Reeves
Fence.
For estimates without obligation,
Write

REEVES FENCES, INC.
Dept. 5, P. O. Box 1968
Tampa, Florida
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Florida Garden Clubs are now active-
ly closing out another successful year.

Civic Projects

The Starke Garden Club recently
planted over 100 juniper, arbor vitate,
and a number of other shrubs along
U. S. Highway #100 and the approaches
to the city. The city appropriated a sub-
stantial sum for this project and Fred
Mahan, a Florida nurseryman, donated
plants worth over $1,000.

Both the Belleview Garden Club and
the Archer Garden Club are working on
city parks. The Lake Lillian planting
will soon be completed by Belleview
members and the Archer Club has had
stumps removed, supplied several loads
of soil and has had water piped in to an
area in the center of town. With grass
to be kept trimmed by the city and by
benefit of professional landscape plans,
Archer Garden Club members hope to
make this a real beauty spot.

The South Peninsula Garden Club of
Daytona Beach has donated 200 feet of
garden hose for ‘use of the'R. J. Long-
street School grounds and the Daytona
Beach Garden Club has given material
for a retaining wall for plants to be set
out in front of the City Hall. The club
will also furnish plants to beautify the
City Hall grounds.

The Azalea Circle of the Gainesville
Garden Club recently purchased brick
planting boxes which will be planted
with azaleas and placed by the windows
of the new City Library building.

Horticulture

Both the Lake City Garden Club and
the Garden Club of Lake Weir have in-
creased their knowledge of plants by
means of garden tours. The Lake Weir
Club also visited a Leesburg nursery
where Mrs. Alice Smart identified vari-
ous plants and outlined methods for
their care and the Archer Garden Club
secured similar information by a visit to
the gardens of the University of Florida.

Garden Therapy

Members of the West Orange Garden
Club of Winter Garden grow plants in
support of one of their major projects,
flowers for the West Orange Memorial
Hospital. Arrangements are placed in
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Starke Garden Club members placing
trash cans at the five highway
approaches to Starke. Cans were placed
at the new Hospital grounds, USO
Building and Schools. Left to right:
Mrs. J. D. Doyle, Civic Chairman; Mr.
Edwin Smith, City Employee; Mrs.
Harry Mooty, Publicity Chairman; Mrs.
Frazier Shaw, Roadside Development
Chairman, and Mrs. M. F. Hazen, Pres-
ident.

st ] dototonn

the lobbies several times each week and
bouquets are distributed for the patients.
Twenty dozen annual plants supplied to
one of the local grammar schools pro-
vide an added source of cut flowers and
serve to beautify the grounds at the
same time.

The Azalea Circle of the Ortona Gar-
den Club distributed plants at Easter to
the Halifax Hospital and Convalescent
Home as part of its continuing therapy
project.

Conservation

The Garden Club of Lake Weir has
registered its endorsement of human
conservation and resource conservation
by contributing $50.00 toward a scholar-
ship for therapy work at the University
of Florida and voting another $50.00 to-
ward a scholarship for the conservation
short course for teachers to be held at
Florida State University this summer.

Garden Centers

The Garden Club of the Halifax Coun-
try has donated two wrought iron ta-
bles and eight chairs for the Daytona
Beach Garden Center.

Clarinittos Nm%mwn af the Calies
vitle Clarden Club nre .ronpnmlhla oy
woelily exhibitn ot the Pabilie Libeary,
Thene nre generally educationnl, foatur
Ing various phasen of Garden Club worl,

Junior Gardens

Juniors of the Belle Glade Garden
Club not only staged a separate flower
show, but also demonstrated how quick-
ly a creditable show can be staged, From
the time the first tables were put in
place to the time everything was in
readiness for the judges, their “Learn-
ing by Doing” show took less than two
hours to assemble. The six sponsors of
the Garden Study Club planned care-
fully and the juniors co-operated fully
to make this unusual accomplishment
possible. Another noteworthy feature of
the show is the fact that it was held in
conjunction with the regular meeting of
the Parent Teacher Association.

Belle Glade Juniors also put on a pro-
gram for their senior sponsors, the Gar-
den Study Club, by bringing arrange-
ments, dish gardens, and seedlings to
demonstrate what they had learned.

The juniors of the Jacksonville Gar-
den Club, assisted by the senior club,
held a two-day flower show which in-
cluded an entertaining pageant in honor
of the queen and her court.

Gainesville Garden Club juniors
staged their flower shows this year in
each of the four grade schools.

Programs

The Jacksonville Garden Club has de-
vised a plan to coordinate the many
phases of our Federation work into their
programs. Joint meetings of the various
committee chairmen on the governing
board and the circle chairmen are held
with full discussions on activities result-
ing in a well-rounded program for the
year ahead.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR NAME

Notify: Mrs. Andrew A. Gurke
1555 Van Buren St.,
Hollywood, Florida

Club

Name

Old Address
Code #
New Address

Please include 10c for each change of address.

Froe Foldor Explains
h!aglo Plant Growth

5 \- - -

~ , #’

- ¢ - ,
Gol spectacular resulin fram all plants
with Chateller's water saluble plant food!
Economicall 1 pound concentrate makes
up to 100 gallons complete liguld nutrition,
Before you buy any plant food, write for
fact-packed foldar by Dr. Paul Chatelier,
cited in 'Who's Who." Original manufac
turer water-soluble plant food, [1's FREEI
Send today:

atelier’s

WATER SOLUBLE

PLANT FOOD

Box 7-E, Osprey, Florida
1 pound—=89c. 5 pounds—$2.25
.10 pounds—$3.95
Order direct, postage prepaid in the
State of Florida.

The

Growing Season
Is Here!

Come to Island Landscape Nurs-
eries or write to us for all the
shrubs, flowering trees, citrus
trees, foliage—in fact, for every-
thing that grows in Southern Flor-
ida—to make your garden more
beautiful than ever!

Write for our FREE Catalog

Retail and Wholesale

Island Landscape Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 6786
West Palm Beach, Florida

Nurseries:
1100 Southern Boulevard
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Roadside Development

Major emphasis has been placed on an
educational campaign designed to mold
public opinion in favor of enactment in-

¢ to law of the State Enabling Act for
Zoning; to combat the littering of high-
ways and public areas; to arouse public
sentiment in the matter of demanding
strict enforcement of Florida’s anti-litter
laws; have warning signs erected stat-
ing penalty for throwing trash on rights-
of-way and seeking passage,of a bill
making it mandatory that trucks hauling
trash be equipped with secured cover-
ings.

In addition to attending and speaking
at Presidents’ conferences, board, dis-
trict, club, Suncoast League of Munici-
palities, Chambers of Commerce, city
council, county commissioner and civic
meetings promoting these objectives, this
chairmen has contacted legislators, ad-
vocated use of “litterbags” and trash re-
ceptacles; had copies of Beatitudes for
Beautification printed, the state’s anti-
litter laws and model anti-litter ordi-

! nance photostatted for statewide distri-
bution, with copies of the latter sent, by
request, to the National Institute of Mu-
nicipal Clerks for use in the United
States and Canada.

State Road Landscape Engineer L. K.
Thompson was presented in a conven-
tion forum to stimulate interest in Mile
of Beauty plantings and a roadside ex-
hibit has been assembled and widely
shown. B -

Mrs. Melville Hall,
Chairman

State Headquarters

Inasmuch as the University of Florida
was in need of land for expansion for
housing dormitories and married hous-
ing units, and as the Gainesville Garden
Club indicated Parry House did not fill
the requirements for a Garden Center,
the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs
exercised the prerogative of giving no-
tice as of February first, 1956, to termi-

nate the lease of Perry House.

An acknowledgement from Mr. W. El-
lis Jones, business manager of the Uni-
versity, of receipt of the letter from the
President of the Florida Federation of
Garden Clubs confirming the intent of
the Federation to terminate the lease,

expressed appreciation for the kind re-

marks of the President, concerning co-
operation between the Federation and
the University.

Miss Mary S. Compton,
Chairman

19 ;o R R

Visiting Gardens

In order to continue the splendid
achievements of the Visiting Gardens
Chairmen in previous years, may I have
your co-operation in the following:

(1) Help complete the listing of all
gardens in your District open to the pub-
lic. Please include Highway number in
location.

(2) In order to encourage more visita-
tions, publicize by means of radio and
local papers, gardens in your area.

(3) Encourage Clubs to conduct tours
and pilgrimages in their District, thus
taking advantage of the beauty of Na-
tional Parks and Memorials in Florida.

(4) Provide Chambers of Commerce
with information regarding tours of
public gardens in your vicinity.

Members anticipating visits to gardens
this summer where visiting garden cards
are necessary, are referred to The Flor-
ida Gardener, Sept.-Oct. 1955, page 18,
for instructions in obtaining such cards.

Happy vacation!

Mrs. C. P. Millard,
Chairman

* * *

Permanent Home Fund

National Citations have been awarded
to clubs giving One Dollar per member.
Important: If any club or circle—Na-
tional counts each circle a club—has
contributed the equivalent of One Dol-
lar per member before the idea of giv-
ing Citations was adopted, IT MERITS
A CITATION. Send the data on a postal
card to your chairman and a Citation
will be awarded.

Pictures and plans for our Permanent
Home were displayed at the State Con-
vention; also a map showing clubs re-
porting 100% participation. Special
donors were_ listed. The following clubs
not previously recognized: Clearwater
Garden Club ,Clover Garden Club, Gar-
den Gate Circle, and Flowering Tree
Garden Club of Tampa; Rose Circle,
Lake Wales; Poinsettia Circle, Hibiscus
Circle of St. Petersburg. Thanks to all
clubs giving any amount to this project.
Florida contributions reported to State
Chairman total $6,389.64.

I have attended all Board meetings,
Conservation Work Shop, South Atlan-
tic Regional Meeting, helped at State
Flower Show, and attended State Con-
vention.

I enjoyed the privilege of serving on
the State Board, and regret that I can-
not continue.

Mrs. G. T. Smith, Jr.
Chairman

FREE
BIRD OF PARADISE SEEDS
(Strelitzin Reginae)

With your subscription to
.

Tropical

homemaker and

gardener

The magazine that’s a must for
every home gardener in Florida

TROPICALL. HOMEMAKER AND GARDENER
P. O. Box 56, Buena Vista Station
Miami, Florida

and send Free seeds.

Tax included
[ Check enclosed [7] Bill me
This offer not good on

club subscription plan.

W e Vertagreen

Enter my subscription as checked below

TR T e vegetables

Name e L
Please Print
Street_ S Rtan o
City. . y
[J 1 Years $3.09 [] 2 Years $5.15

WATEH
something

beautiful
happen

when you use

Lregized

lawns, flowers,
trees, shrubs, - Zailldld

ARMOUR
FERTILIZER
WORKS

P.O. Box 599
Jacksonville, Fla.

You

results 18 years.

Box 513

THE FINEST
FLOWERS, LAWNS and SHRUBBERY

COLD SMOKE PRODUCTS

In the Soil to
KILL AND DISCOURAGE PESTS AND FUNGUS
Including Ants, Root Knot, Stubby Root Nematodes and Damping Off
Can be applied to growing plants safely and effectively and used as a dust
to control aphis, mealy bugs, slugs, red spider, scales and other pests. Used
.extensively by African Violet Growers and by some of the most successful |}
flower and plant Growers in the State, and has been producing outstanding |

BETTER, EASIER, and SAFER

Economical too.
A postal card will bring you information you can use.

Cold Smoke Products, Inc.
Orlando, Florida

NOW

too can have

by using

Phone 2-6314

Page 31



@uhen T ! o““‘ ‘
l»
Eh
1-.1,-‘ :
L

\

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA .

We are proud of the fact
that we have been serving
you and members of your
family for over 88 years
with quality at a price.
May we serve you again
and again.

CLEWISTON INN
4 CLEWISTON, FLORIDA
i (Finest Small Hotel South)

LOVELY ROOMS
DINING ROOM

BANQUETS AND MEETINGS
WELCOMED

Phone YUkon 2-3501

COMPLETELY A{R CONDITIONED

Reddy’s Help Indoors

Grves Letsure
for
Gardening
Outdoors!

@;nonlu POWER &
LIGHT COMPANY

THE FLORIDA GARDENER
1555 Van Buren Street,
Hollywood, Florida
RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED






