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President’s Address
Al Latina
September 11, 2019
It’s difficult to imagine that it has already been over 4 months since installation of the new Administration in April.  Much has happened since then, and your President and others have been busy all summer carrying out the work of FFGC.  Reports given by District Directors and Committee Chairmen today and tomorrow will attest to all that has been done throughout the months since Convention.
Your President is pleased to report that almost every Chairman position have been filled thanks to the positive response from members.  Thanks to Karen Smith the BOI has been updated and the printed copies are available for pickup at this meeting.  District Directors have been busy communicating with their constituents, and we are ready for many important activities going forward.  
All of you have been notified that Liea Ward, Office Manager, requested and was approved for a leave of absence beginning on August 27, and we look forward to her return on October 20.  In the mean-time office duties will be handled by our very capable Temporary Office Assistant, Robyn Clifton.  Sue Angle, Chairman of Headquarters and Endowment Trustees and your President have conferred and developed a plan for covering FFGC responsibilities during Liea’s absence.  We are confident that with Robyn on duty Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. each week and members who will be helping in various activities, there will be little to no disruption of activities.
The message on the telephone answering machine reflects the changes in place until Liea returns with instructions to request help for answers to questions.  The recorded message gives callers the option to leave a message or call Sue Angle or the President with questions which need immediate attention.  Robyn will forward emails received to Sue Angle and your President on a regular basis for response if necessary.  Our thanks also to Sue Roberts who will maintain and update the website with corrections or additions.  Please contact Sue Roberts if you have any comments to make about the website.  Ingrid Velez will continue to receive requests for including activities on the FFGC calendar.  She will review your Calendar requests and then send them to Sue Roberts for input to the website. 
We want our website to be as accurate as possible, and to accomplish that we need your help.  Please review your committee on the website for which you are Chair.  If anything needs to be updated with new forms or changes need to be made, contact Sue Roberts with the information.  District Directors have been asked to review the list of clubs, circles for any needed changes.
Your President is insisting that all Board Members submit a written report for each Board Meeting, regardless of whether an oral report is given.  Within a reasonable time after the Board meeting it is expected that every Chairman will check to see if the submitted report is on the website.  If it isn’t please contact Linda Feiferek-Johnson, Recording Secretary, to be sure it was received.  It is also important that every Board Member check the website for your Board position to be sure a correct description is available.
Please do not forget the theme for this administration of FFGC, “Diversity in the Garden.”  Your President is pleased that positive feedback to the theme have been received, and there is good evidence that the theme is “alive and well.”  We now have 4 male Board members, and we are beginning to see other signs of Diversity increasing among our membership.  
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.  AS HAS BEEN SAID “TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.”
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 FFGC 1st VP Report
                                                                        Marjorie H. Hendon
                                                                        September 11, 2019

This 1st Vice President is so excited about attending all the events since the April 2019 FFGC convention.  Deep South, National Garden Clubs. Inc.’s convention, two weeks at Wekiva Youth Camp, a visit to SEEK, UF Short Course, Short Course North, and July’s Finance Committee meeting were some of the events that this 1st VP attended.
Once becoming 1st VP it was time to attend a Deep South and National Garden Clubs’ convention.  They were informative, fun, and worth going to in every way.  
The 2nd VP asked if it was possible for this VP to cover Wekiva Youth Camp for two weeks, since she covered two weeks during this VP’s six weeks of camp in 2018.  It was such a pleasure going back to be a part of such a positive experience.  During my two weeks at Wekiva, a day trip was taken to experience the classes taking place at SEEK, at Chinsegut Conservation Center, Brooksville, FL.  The students were watching as Forest Rangers set fires to teach about controlled burns.  Lunch followed and then more guest speakers.
The summer wouldn’t be complete without attending UF Short Course and Short Course North.  UF’s was held in Gainesville.  Bees, FL native plants, how plants land on the invasive plant list, caladiums, and eating your way around your yard were great topics to learn about.  Short Course North was held in Milton, Fl.  We studied photography in nature, native milkweed varieties, sand dunes, and growing weird vegetables in your garden.  We also had the opportunity to make and arrange fantasy flowers.
                                                                                                Marjorie H. Hendon  
                                                                                                1st VP FFGC
This VP attended DEEP South, NGC convention, Wekiva, SEEK, UF and Short Course North, and was Chairman of the July Finance Committee meeting since convention 2019.
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FFGC 2VP Report
Tina V. Tuttle
10 September 2020

25-26 April	Wekiva clinic and office building burned to the ground. Attributed to electrical causes.
April- May (ongoing)	Financial aid to parents (processed over 30 requests for money—gave no more than 50% or $120 per camper), fingerprinting volunteers/kitchen staff/park host—processed over 80 resubmissions or screenings), ordered necessary items for camp through Amazon, etc.
2 May		Attended NGC installation in Biloxi, MS.
10 May 		Met with Wekiwa Springs State park personnel about burned down clinic/office building. Discussed replacing building and preferred site.
12-13 May 	NGC 2022 convention site visit to Orlando, St Augustine and Jacksonville with Mary Warshauer, 2VP NGC.
May 11		EPCOT Mother’s Day at Flower and Garden Festival participant creating take-home designs for guests.
June 9-11	Attended FFGC/UF Short Course Gainesville.
June 11-17	Wekiva Youth Camp Orientation and opening day for boys’ week 1, purchased washer and dryer for dining hall (B&M account for $800), 7th grade tent camping supplies (over $800), clinic star-up supplies (over $350), etc. Canteen spent (over $900 for starting weeks)
June 15		Attended Blue Star Memorial Marker dedication in Tampa and gave Military Tribute
June 17-18	Attended one day of SEEK at Chinsegut Hill as chaperone/counselor
June 30-July 13	Wekiva Youth Camp weeks 3 and 4, Coed/Critter/LIT and girls’ week. Helped with Naturalist Program all of week 4.
July 17		Burned/destroyed 2007 Camp medical and personnel records.
July 20-27	Wekiva Youth Camp girls’ week 6 and pack out 
July 22		End of Camp meetings with program coordinators/directors and state park personnel.
July 24		Attended FFGC Finance meeting at HQ. Presented a 10% raise in registration fee to Wekiva and 10% raise for all Wekiva staff personnel.
August 8-9	Attended Short Course North. Provided door prizes and plants.
August 19-20	Attended and taught FSP for Flower Show School II in Gulf Breeze, FL and provided all meal service.
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 FFGC 3rd Vice President Report 
Christy Linke 
September 9th, 2019 

This 3rd Vice President is excited about being on the FFGC Board. Learning the responsibilities of the position is what I’ve been doing.
 
Attending SEEK for the first time and experiencing the education and knowledge that was gained was amazing. So much is learned at SEEK and the kids as well as the adults loved it. 

Taking on the role as camp Chairman for 1 week, and attending Critter Camp got this VP excited about the years to come. 

The Wekiva Volunteer Training proposed budget has been submitted for 2020, Open House Flyer for 2020 completed and all have been put on the FFGC Calendar.
 
Served as Secretary for the Finance Committee and informed all who submitted budgets for approval. 

In August the inventory was done in the gift shop at FFGC Headquarters. 

Convention 2020 has been keeping this chairman busy throughout the summer. Budgets, Opportunity Drawings, Advertisement, Sponsorships, Registration Form, Programs and Workshops as well as meetings have been a priority.
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District I Fall Activity Report
Kathy “Kat” Spieker, Director
spkfreedom@embarqmail.com
FFGC Board of Directors Meeting  Sept 10-12, 2019

District one is way out in the Northwestern part of the state, and although our climate is much cooler than some of yours,  our very active clubs don’t let that stop them. In January a number of clubs held Arbor Day programs that included lots of tree give aways.
Green Thumb Garden Club held the Floral Design Studies classes last fall and they are going to do the series again in January as it was a huge success.  
Preparations are under way for the Fall officer’s tour. District I is so proud to welcome our new officers!  Navarre Garden Club is hosting the event on October 8, 2019 at a beautiful venue in Navarre.  
Several garden clubs held flower shows during this past year. All were well attended and the Valparaiso Garden Club Youth section was the hit of their show!
Clubs continue to create innovative ways to raise funds to support their various projects and educate the public about NGC goals and principles.
Several of District I’s clubs have very active Junior Gardener programs and they are growing all the time! One club reported their junior gardeners grew from 6 kids to 22 in just one year.
During the summer months one of our clubs put on programs at the public library on container grown herbs and also participated with the local museum for a children’s day camp at which they taught about pollinators. 
District I hosted Short Course North again this past August with GREAT presenters, vendors and programs.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kathy “Kat” Spieker
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District II Fall Activity Report
September 10, 2019


District II is still in the rebuilding status/ But, just as in the book “The Rising of the Phoenix” the most beautiful bird arose from the ashes. District II will do the same – bigger and better than before.
The trials and tribulations have resulted in BONIFAY doing the “disappear and reappear” act. I am quite confident that they will be back. This is not the first time that this has happened.
The clubs are getting their programs together and looking forward to the visits. I have learned that a PALM TREE is not a tree, but a GRASS. 
We are eagerly awaiting the OFFICERS TOUR on October 9. 
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District III Report
September 11.2019
Mickey Nyberg
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District 1 Report
September 11, 2019
Joy Elrod
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                                                                         Report:  District V
                                                                         Director
                                                                         Jeanice Gage
                                                                         September 12, 2019

After reading the end of year reports this Director is very impressed
and so proud of the accomplishments of the Garden club members
of District V for their dedication to the many projects that they do for
their club and their community.  Each club is different in the projects
they choose; whether it be Wekiva Youth Camp, S.E.E.K., or FFGC/
UF Short Course….we proudly support these FFGC Chairmen!
Many clubs choose Scholarships, Planting trees and flowers- even
a bed of wildflowers that thrilled drivers along a busy street, the
distribution of tree seedlings on Arbor Day, the purchase of fruit
trees for a sustainable orchard to feed the hungry.  Using Fun with
Flowers as a means to make and then to share.  One club will soon
landscape the 150 Habitat for Humanity home!  Imagine your
delight to find that your yard was chosen “Yard of the Month!”. They
have many ways and means projects to support all the wonderful
projects that the Clubs do for their members and their community.

We plan to continue these projects and to add to them.  To give
more to Penny Pines to reforest the area that Hurricane Michael
destroyed.  To support the  Plant America  project of our National
Garden Club President, Gay L. Austin.  To make ourselves  more
aware of the importance of Florida Federation of Garden Clubs
President Al Latina’s theme, Diversity in the Garden and all the
facets of membership in FFGC that it encompasses. To be more
careful to include everyone. And, to encourage our clubs and
circles to apply for the awards that they so richly deserve.

The mission statement for National Garden Clubs is:”At National
Garden Clubs, we do more than just green your thumbs, we
connect you with people, plants, and programs that provide
inspiration, information, and valuable resources”.  
HEY!  That sounds a lot like Fantastic Five!

Summary:  District V is very active in supporting the goals of NGC,FFGC,  
District V, and their local clubs. District V runs 134 miles from Lake City to
Brooksville through eight counties.  Over 750 members of District V 			donate a lot  of time and money to support the many projects of their clubs 		and district V.  
[bookmark: _Toc23603709]
District VI Report   
REPORT
District VI Director
Judi Jodoin
September 11-12, 2019

August 27, 2019




Past District Directors told me that being a District Director was a “fun” position. I approached this with skepticism however but soon learned that they were correct.  Being District VI Director offered me the opportunity to meet with Garden Club Presidents and members of Brevard, Flagler and Volusia Counties. 
I was enlightened to learn about their many projects and formed a network of individuals who soon became my new friends. 
Soon after Convention it became apparent that the District VI Spring meeting would soon be upon us.  Brevard County Indian Harbour Garden Club offered to host the Spring meeting. I was overwhelmed with their organization and hospitality at this event.  May 15th, 2019 was a day to remember with a record 101 in attendance. All 12 districts submitted articles to the “Florida Gardener” highlighting their projects, goals and accomplishments.
In June, as District Director, I held a meeting of Garden Club Presidents. Twenty-eight attended as we discussed and addressed their questions, concerns, commitments and ideas stressing upon including all Garden Clubs. Policies, procedures, scholarships and the District VI Fall 2019 Meeting and 2020 Spring meeting were topics of discussion.
The “Call” for District VI Fall Meeting with Tour Team will be published on September 2nd, 2019. The Garden Club at Palm Coast Inc. has graciously offered to host this event.
Special notice to the Cherry Laurel Garden Club who will host the District VI Spring Meeting for they have attained RUBY status being federated in February of 1951.  The New Smyrna Beach Garden Club will also celebrate their 90th birthday on November 15, 2019.
This Director is pleased to announce that her calendar is filling up with invitations to visit District VI Garden Clubs. My goal is to meet all of you during my tenure.


Summary: 
This Director’s goal is to meet and listen to all District Presidents and members in order to meet their needs and strengthen District VI.
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										District VII Director 
										Gwen Carter
										September 11, 2019
District VII clubs are eager to continue and start projects and programs in the community to promote the love of gardening, floral design, civic beautification, plus promote environmental education opportunities for our youth.
However, District VII clubs have not been sleeping during the summer.  Phases 1 and 2 of a beautification project for the entrance at Health Central Park, in Winter Garden, has been completed adding 20 lovely drift roses to the 100 holly ferns that was planted during phase 1.   
In August, the first sold out” Fun with Flowers” Program was held with participants coming from various District VII clubs and community residents. 
A Youth Gardening Program for students in grades 3 – 6 has been created and will hold the first meeting in September 2019.
District VII clubs collect labels for Wekiva Youth Camp and sponsor a Thanksgiving Basket Community Project each year.
District VII and the Judges Council will sponsor a Floral Design Study, Units 1 – 6, starting in October,2019.
A Standard Flower Show is also on the horizon for District VII.
This past summer, District VII sent 18 students to Wekiva Youth Camp, 1 student to SEEK, and 2 leaders/counselors in training to Wekiva Youth Camp.  $ 1150 was donated to Wekiva Youth Camp and $ 1150 was donated to SEEK.  Education labels were also sent to Wekiva Youth Camp.
District VII is looking forward to having our clubs come together at the District VII Fall Meeting, with the FFGC Tour Team, in attendance, hosted by Clermont Garden Club.  
Currently, District VII has 17 individual clubs, 1 advanced design club, and 2 district clubs working to promote floral design, civic beautification, environmental education opportunities for our youth, and to stimulate a love of gardening for all.
Finally, Mr. President, District VII is pleased to submit St. Cloud Garden Club’s application for admission into the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Thank you
[bookmark: _Toc23603711]District VIII Report
                                                                                                                       REPORT For FFGC Fall Board Meeting
                                                                                                                        DISTRICT DIRECTOR VIII
                                                                                                                         BARBARA RAO
                                                                                                                         FALL 2019, (SEPTEMBER 11-12)
 WHAT WE DID ON SUMMER VACATION
  In June District VIII sponsored a LUNCH AND LEARN for the garden club presidents and its members. What a success! Almost every one of the clubs in our district had a representative there. There were over fifty ladies and men who came to Sarasota Garden Club for a day of sharing, caring and learning about Garden Club life in general. This was good timing as many of the clubs had just installed brand new Presidents. Fun way to learn the ropes! We had presentations by our Awards Chair, Treasurer, Membership, and Social Media group.  Awards spoke about the new administration’s Nell Coe award for Diversity in the Garden.
Our Treasurer explained about the dues. She gave information about budgets and how funds are used.  Membership Chair gave detailed ways and means to recruit and retain members. Social Media was full of timely information on how to use our website, calendar and the new Face Book page.  Our Recording Secretary found an interesting piece of information about how long one should keep records. This was quite timely  as many of us were unsure of this and ready to throw out the old and begin with the new… Explanations like these go a long way in making new Presidents feel comfortable doing their job and make them able to direct their Executive Board properly. 
The day was not all serious business talk, we had lively discussions during a buffet lunch and garden tour. The day ended with prizes given to the trivia winners about District VIII and FFGC.  
 During the Summer District VIII had many celebrations with lively gatherings and some somber moments. A beautiful new Blue Star marker was dedicated in Tampa with all pomp and ceremony befitting American Legion USS Tampa Post 5 remembering its heroes.   Dunedin Garden Club celebrated 90 years and Dade City celebrated 70 years as a garden club. You would never believe the age of these clubs with all the hoopla and festivities. With all these celebrations came Cake! 
Programs and activities were well planned and attended during the summer making our vacation full of fun events- camps in Tampa, workshops in Lemon Bay, Garden renovations all over, building updates in Sarasota and Manatee River.
Most exciting news is Garden Club at Hunter’s Green, North Tampa, is requesting to become a New Garden Club in District VIII this fall. 
Summary: FLOWER SHOWS/ HORTICULTURE PROGRAMS, GARDEN TOURS and especially a NEW CLUB are all events that have been planned during the quiet summer to happen in the fall. Colorful flyers, face book mentions, calendar entries are all items that we worked on during our summer vacation. Wait till you hear about our Fall activities!
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District IX Report
September 11, 2019
Leslie Montwid
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									  District X Report
									   Director of District X
									   Carol Coleman
									   September 11-12, 2019	
I am Carol Coleman, District X Director, and would like to thank Mr. President and the FFGC Board of Directors for having the Fall Meeting.
I want to thank my Assistant Director, Michelle Maguire, for writing a wonderful and informative article for Blooming Tales. It is nice to know you have someone stepping in in an instant.
As Michelle indicated, I am a big supporter of youth gardens and continuing education. I encourage all District X presidents to continue or start youth gardens and take advantage of all the educational courses offered in you district. If we take the time to teach our youth and provide educational programs about our environment and the importance of growing both food and flowers, we will secure a future for all.
Important dates to remember are District X “Lunch and Learn” at Pipers Landing Garden Club on September 26, the FFGC District X Fall meeting on October 17 at the Sea Oaks Beach and Tennis in Vero Beach, and NGC Garden School will be holding its first ever courses in District X on November 21 and 22 at Mounts Botanical Gardens.  Go to the District X website for more information and registration forms.  Our own, Michelle Maguire, is the Chairman of this series.
District X will also be running the 64th annual Tropical Short Course and an NGC Tri-Refresher on January 22 and 23, 2020, also at Mounts Botanical Gardens. Barbara Hadsell is the Chairman.
Please make a point of reading “Blooming Tales” prepared by Cyndi Sable.  There are some great articles and a lot of information on what is happening in our district. Make sure to look at what is happening in Boca Raton GC, Ocean Ridge GC, GC of Fort Pierce and Piper’s Landing GC. Also Wellington GC will be unveiling a Blue Star Marker on November 11, 2019 at Veterans Park in Wellington.  They are also preparing for a Petite Standard Flower Show February 29-March1.
The Garden Club of Indian River County will host the Fall District X meeting on Thursday, October 17,2019.  The program will be “Conservation and Environmentally Friendly Plants” “How it Affects our Area”. There will be some wonderful speakers from Indian River Land Trust and Florida Atlantic University’s Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute.
I want to thank you for this opportunity to share the exciting things going on in my District. Remember, to increase garden club memberships, not just in Florida, but across the Nation, we must instruct our youth while continuing to educate those who provide them with the knowledge.
[bookmark: _Toc23603714]District XI Report
District XI Director
JerylAnn B Decker
September 11, 2019
It has been a busy summer for District XI. Our theme for the next two
years is “Be a Do Bee, Not a No Bee”.
In July, we had a presidents’ meeting with a full agenda and were
buzzing with many wonderful ideas and suggestions for our upcoming
year.
We are now on Social Media! We have a Facebook Page and share ideas
on Pinterest, as well as continuing to update our Webpage. As District
Director, I have resurrected our District newsletter “Blooming News”.
One of our District Projects is to assist Cypress Run Education Center of
Pompano Beach with a Sensory Healing Garden with their students that
are in grades 6-12 with emotional and behavioral issues. We are asking
members from all of our clubs to assist with this worthwhile project.
Our second District Project will be restoration of Blue Star Markers and
possible new Blue Star Marker placement.
Our third project will be to contribute scholarship funds to future SEEK
students.
And all of our clubs’ plan on building Diversity in our Gardens and Clubs
Coral Springs Garden Club has already increased its membership and it
now has several men members!
Coral Springs will also be hosting the Fall District XI Meeting at The
Carolina Club Mansion with guest speaker Jeff Nurge speaking on
“Native Plants”.
The Lauderdale by the Sea Garden Club will be having guest speakers
discussing sea turtles, bees, birds, beach restoration and floral design.
Our Pompano Beach Garden Club will be having speakers discussing
Roses, Begonias and orchids.
The Fort Lauderdale Garden Club and District 12 on November 10-13th
will be offering Course 3 for Flower Show Judges.
All our clubs and circles have a variety of speakers and trips scheduled
for the upcoming year. Check out the next issue of Florida Gardening for
more details.
We are all looking forward to learning and sharing our knowing our
youth, seniors and each other.
We are looking forward to learning with our informative speakers,
classes and sharing our knowledge with our youth and each other.
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two. Their community project is sponsoring scholarships to 4-
H camp. Plant and maintains the planter on the courthouse,
Public Library, decorate the opera house and Simmons house
for Christmas. Help provide needs of the residents in the
nursing and rehab centers. Propagate, grow plants, and plant
18 urns in the downtown area.

Perry Garden Club has had interesting programs featuring
local floral artisan taught them how to wood burn and color
gourds. As a fund raiser members did popular designer
featuring Bob Bell and auctioned for the Club.

Classes were held to learn how to use fresh and dried herbs
and Health Coach taught about the use of edible plants and
their benefits for health.

Steinhatchee Garden Club has been a busy summer replanting
the garden at the Steinhatchee Community Center. They had
several presentations by our County Agent Clay Olsen. This
year a lot of our members attended Master Gardener Classes
and were involved with many events at the Perry Agent Office.

The annual spaghetti Dinner was a big hit and the members
did a great job. All proceeds are for Camp We kiva and SEEK.
They also sponsor the Community fishing Tournaments and
the Nauti Girl Fishing Tournament.

We also had a program presented on Habitat for Humanity.
We learned about the new home coming to town and our club
will be doing the landscaping.
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The clubs is preparing for the Fall Conference in October 10,
2019 and have a great attendance for our new FFGC Officers
visit to District Il.

Tallahassee Garden Club has focused on educating members
about the working of TGC and FFGC. We established a
permanent web site with a professional web master.

The tree count for the year was 22,777. And they continue to
upgrade and repair the Historic Rutgers House better known
as the Garden Center. Improvements are new roof, and
projects that are required to keep a home in good repair.

The Wakulla Country Garden Club has been very busy with
new members. One main thing was learning what native
wildflower seeds do best in our native soil. Their November
meeting was so much fun. Two wonderful ladies from
Tallahassee Garden Club, Helen Purvis and Erica Chatham
guided them through creating a floral arrangement to take
home.

In Wakulla County, Arbor Day is a big celebration. They
provide the threes and this year they gave away about 800
healthy, native trees in gallon or larger pots. A week later they
potted up 850 more bare root trees to be given out next year.

Presented by Mickey Nyberg District Il Director
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THE ALLIGATOR CREEK GARDEN CLUB has completed their list of programs for 2019 & 2020. Their
yearbook is in progress. The ACGC is actively selecting sites to potentially develope into a wildflower area,
arboretum and demonstration site for Florida Friendly landscape plants and invasive plants. This would be a
joint project with Master Gardeners of Bradford County. Ambition has spurred them on to investigating yet
another area into a wildflower site. This one involves working with the DOT to not mow that particular swath of
land in that area. Over 20 native wildflowers have been identified between mowings. They have expressed a
strong desire for considerationof a coast to coast wildflower trail, going through Bradford County.

THE GARDEN CLUN OF ST. AUGUSTINE excitedly continues planning for their famous 50th Anniversary
Tour of Home’s scheduled for Sunday, December 8th. Several Circles have presented Nature Detective
Workshops for Kids at the Saint Johns County libraries. The featured pollinator was bats. A book signing was
given to all attending children. During summer, a drip urrigation system was installed around the clubhouse. In
honor of past and recently deceased members are being honored with engraved pavers for the clubhouse
gardens.

BARTRAM GARDEN CLUB has proudly his summer gained their official designation as being a 501¢3
organization. They also became incorporated and are no The Bartram Garden Club, Inc. quite an
accomplishment since they only became Federated In September 2016! During this summer Bartram completed
another landscaping project on another Habitat for Humanity house, relandscaped the entrance to Fort Clinch
State Park and undated the display case at the Florida Visitors Welcome with the theme of gardening with native
plants. Bartram has planned a plethora of very interesting programs for their garden club for this year!

THE GARDEN CLUB OF FLEMING ISLAND has established their programs for the year including several
exciting field trips, awarding their first scholarship. Dorie Damisch Displays a flip chart for each meeting as a
visual aide for the members as she expounds on the FFGC news and upcoming events. A new activity the club is
starting a blog featuring interested members of their club. They continue assembling their yearbook. /(%; /}, /{95/

THE GARDEN CLUB OF GREEN COVE SPRINGS finalized the proposed programs list and budget
proposals for 2019 & 2020. They are working on their yearbook now. The Southern Garden Committee
continues planing for the CalaVidaArts Festival in Green Cove Springs.the Southern Gardeners tea is already
sold out! The Head Start Team refreshed the butterfly garden and is now planning the Fall garden. The Garden
Club of Green Coce Springs continue maintaining the GCS grounds and CountyAdministratioc Triangle area.
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Respectfully submitted,
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Gardener Magazine Submission
Disrrict IX
July 15,2019

This directors term began with the Spring Meeting in Marco
Island. Awards were given to Laura Jibben for the District
newsletter and Kathleen Hawryluk for Convention Floral Design
Chair. Attendees were invited to visit their butterfly garden which
in its tenth year honoring its founder, former Calusa GC president,
Syd Mellinger. Their club is working on a junior garden at the
Tommy Barfield School.

Bouquet Garden Club will be hosting their a Fashion Show for the
63™1 year on October 23" at the Winter Haven Garden Center.

The center will be the location one week prior on October] 8th for
the Fall District IX meeting hosted by the Winter Haven Area
Garden Clubs.

The Garden Club of Lakeland has been busy with Habitat, and a
new fundraiser - The Great Flamingo Flocking Event. They will
be having a Combined Meeting for all circles this Saturday to kick
off the year with a picnic, plant swap and presentation on “Crime
Prevention through Environmental Control “. The date has been
set for the 22" of November to rededicate both Blue Star Markers.

Fort Meade GC has been re-landscaping their garden in downtown
Ft Meade.

The Garden Club of Arcadia invited this new director for their
installation of officers. They just rededicated their blue star
marker. And kudos to Jamie Pipher whose photograph was
featured in the last NGC Gardener. Congrats!

The Garden Club of Lake Placid invites everyone to attend their
Holiday Home Tour on the 7" of December from 12 to 4. The
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event will include a giving tree, holiday café and unique gift items

The Fort Meyers Lee County Council will begin their floral design
series January 6th at the Berne Davis Botannical Gardens in
downtown Ft Meyers. Carol Lucia has assisted Susan Lawson in
planning. Also continuing is the landscape design course chaired
by Vicki Williamson.

Ray Alderman, Benny Monroe and Dottee Cohen of the Garden
Club of Sebring assisted with Summer Camp at the Highlands
County YMCA instructing campers with pots, etcetera on how to
plant an amaryllis.

The Garden Club of Winter Haven recently had their ribbon
cutting for their new garden path at the Winter Haven Library:
“The River of Life in a Garden”. Chair Karen Schreiber worked
for over a year with presidents Carol Carter, Carolyn McLendon
and club members.

Punta Gorda Garden members volunteer in 5 public gardens every
Monday. They participated in 2 local clean-ups, the Coastal and
Great American Backyard. They are working with the Little
Diggers junior garden club, an elementary school garden The floral
design classes will resume in January 2020.

Libby Curnow, FFGC and District IX Blue Star chir reports that
Arcadia, Cape Coral, Lakeland and Punta Gorda are all in the
process of adding or restoring Blue Star Markers in this year. Lots
of dedication ceremonies!

Pat Shira, FFGC and District IX chair for Garden Therapy invites
one and all to attend the Avon Park Correctional Fall plant sale on
the 28" of September from 9 to 2. Grown and maintained by
inmates the plants are amazing and cheap! There will be a bbq
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lunch available for $5 dollars. This event marks the passing of the
torch to Officer Meeks from Tommy Sauls who has provided years
of management to this program and will volunteer at the facility.
And he has joined the Sebring Garden Club!

This director has had a whirlwind of activity learning the curve of
the new position. It has been a delight to meet so many wonderful
members associated with district 9 while conducting the Spring
meeting in Marco Island and presiding over installations for clubs.
I am looking forward to our Fall meeting hosted by the Winter
Haven Garden Council and our Spring meeting which will be
hosted by Naples Garden Club.

Respectfully submitted, Leslie Montwid, Director District IX
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District Xl Report
Jean Hawa, District Director
September 11/12, 2019

Being thankful that Hurricane Dorian missed us, the nine garden clubs of District XIl are proceeding to
execute their garden club activities and flower shows. A few major events are as follows:

Post-Convention, the Marathon Garden Club quickly stepped up to volunteer to host the Fall 2019
District XIl Meeting for the FFGC Tour Team on Tuesday, October 15" at the Marathon Yacht Club. We
are excited to make the journey to the Florida Keys. The club will hold its Holiday Bazaar and Christmas
Sale on Saturday, November 30, 2019. Next will be the January Jamboree on Saturday, January 25, 2020
with lots of vendors, used treasures/flea market, boutique, raffles, wiener wagon, nursery plants and
more. Lastly, Marathon will host its 43 House and Garden Tour on Saturday, March 7, 2020 with a
variety of unique homes and spectacular gardens open for viewing. Knowledgeable docents will be
available in the gardens.

Several District XIl members will travel to the Fort Lauderdale Garden Club to continue their pursuit of
becoming Flower Show Judges by taking Course Ill of Flower Show School this November 10-13, 2019.
They will be instructed by Darlene Newell and Gina Jogan.

The Coral Gables Garden Club has invited Kathryn Parrish, an extraordinary floral designer to showcase
her talent with a FLORAL EXTRAVAGANZA on November 19, 2019. A “POP UP” Flower Shop and “Tools
of the Trade” gift bags will be made available for those who wish to create their own Parrish inspired
designs.

This summer the Miami Beach Garden Club dedicated a Blue Star Memorial Marker. Two former
presidents of the Pinecrest Garden Club have selected Friday, February 14, 2020 as the day of the
unveiling and dedication ceremony for a Blue Star Memorial Marker at Wayside Park in Pinecrest.

The Miami Beach Garden Club's 15th Annual Taste of the Garden at the Miami Beach Botanical Garden
will be held on February 6, 2020. “Give My Regards to Broadway” is the theme for the MBGC Flower
Show at the Miami Beach Botanical Garden on March 13-14, 2020. The Garden Club participates in other
events hosted by and at the Miami Beach Botanical Garden such as the 19th Annual Miami Beach
Garden Tour on March 14, 2020 and the Japanese Spring Festival on March 29, 2020

Jean Hawa, District Director
FFGC, District XII
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District Il Director Report for Fall 2019

The Live Oak Garden Club had an eventful and rewarding
year. The programs they had of special interest were
Landscaping with Flowering Trees & Shrubs. Other programs
of special interest were Landscaping with Flowering Trees &
Shrubs designing miniature landscapes in container and
program on Orchids and Begonias.

The Club had great support from their members and 49
members attended the FFGC Convention in St. Augustine.

It was a long goal of the club to enhance the beauty of their
community. The annual sale of Caladium Bulbs has achieved
their goal apparent as a drive around town you will see the
fruits of their labor.

They have instituted an aggressive new member outreach and
have been successful.

The Madison Garden Club focused on five major objectives.

1. Improving gardens on their club grounds

2. Support their district sponsorship of the FFGC State
meeting in St. Augustine

3. Fighting to ban Fracking in all forms in Florida

4. Educate members with programs on care of house plants

5. Goal for this year is recycling and wildflowers initiatives as
well as field trips related to goal of FFG

Monticello Garden Club has concentrated on building their
membership. Last year they consolidated three circles into
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